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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Alabama Trails Commission (ATC) is working to help Alabama realize its full potential in
enhancing quality of life for our residents, making our communities healthier and more livable,
and creating economic opportunity by attracting recreational trail tourists to our beautiful
state. According to the U. S. Department of Commerce, outdoor recreation in Alabama
generates $4.2 billion in direct consumer spending, supports 62,687 jobs, generates $2 billion in
salaries and wages, and contributes $857 million in state and local tax revenue. Whether they
be hiking, biking, walking, paddling, ATV/OHV, or equestrian, Alabama’s trails provide the
access to our public lands that makes much of our outdoor recreation activities possible.
However, Alabama has significant potential to expand its trail infrastructure in cities, towns,
and rural areas all across the state, and with year-round mild weather, a growing trail tourism
market, and a continuing need to create a built environment that supports active living and
public health, the opportunities for trail development are great.

In an effort to support Alabama’s trail development and use, the ATC is proud to report the
following 2020 accomplishments, which are detailed in the following pages:

e The ATC and the Alabama Trails Commission Advisory Board (AB) formally adopted
facilitating the development of a conceptual plan for a connected statewide trail
network as a primary focus over the next 3-5 years.

e Supported renewed efforts to create Alabama’s longest rail-trail in the Wiregrass
Region and continue to support trail planning on rail corridors recently acquired in
Fayette and Gadsden.

e Supported the Alabama Trails Foundation’s efforts to enhance the historic
observation tower and create new parking areas and universally accessible trail at
Flagg Mountain in Coosa County.

e Held the 2020 Alabama Recreation Trails Conference at Gulf State Park on February
6 & 7, hosting 25 speakers and attracting 160 attendees.

e Provided planning support for two Alabama Trails Foundation webinars in August.

e Continue to operate www.alabamarecreationtrails.org as a primary public source for
trail in formation in Alabama.

e Administered the 2020 season of the 100 Alabama Miles Challenge, which has over
4,400 active participants who have logged over 147,000 miles.
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INTRODUCTION

The Alabama Trails Commission (ATC) was established by Legislative Act Number 2010-585 (HB
376) of the 2010 Regular Legislative Session for the purpose of creating the ATC with 12
commissioners and 17 Advisory Board (AB) members representing all user groups and citizens
within the state of Alabama. This legislation was updated by Legislative Act Number 2016-149
of the 2016 Regular Legislative Session to expand the ATC to 13 commissioners and 27 AB
members. Collectively, Legislative Act Numbers 2010-585 and 2016-149 will be referred to as
the “Act.”

The purpose of the Act was to create the ATC and AB to advance development,
interconnection, and use of trails in Alabama and to promote, develop, and facilitate a
statewide system of interconnected land and water-based trails utilizing intergovernmental
coordination, technical assistance, education and outreach, research, and alternative funding
sources. Under the Act, the ATC’s duties also include “organize and coordinate a nonprofit tax-
deductible corporation that should be expected to aggressively serve Alabama trails and
enterprises normally beyond the reach of government, such as fundraising, coordination of
local and national institutions similarly intended, and supporting education and civic outreach.”
To this end, the ATC facilitated the creation of the Alabama Trails Foundation (ATF), which
seated its first permanent Board of Directors in 2017.

The membership of the ATC and AB shall be inclusive and reflect the racial, gender, geographic,
urban/rural, and economic diversity of the state. The ATC is required to submit an annual
report to the Legislature detailing progress, plans, and milestones in its conduct of duties
authorized by the Act and to what extent the commission is in compliance with the diversity
provisions provided for in the Act.

COMMISSION

The ATC was comprised of the following members as of the date of this report. The number in
parentheses indicates the number of appointments for each appointing authority.

Appointed by the Governor (2) Amy Rauworth (Birmingham)
Phillip West (Orange Beach)



Appointed by the Governor
Governor’s Office Staff Member (1)

Appointed by the Governor

Representative of Alabama Association

of Regional Councils (1)
Appointed by the Lt. Governor (1)
Appointed by the Speaker of the House (1)
Appointed by the Director of ADECA (1)
Appointed by the Director of ALDOT (1)
Appointed by the Director of Tourism (1)
Appointed by the Commissioner of DCNR (1)

Appointed by the Alabama League of
Municipalities (1)

Appointed by the Business Council of
Alabama (1)

Appointed by the Association of County
Commissions (1)

Jonathan Hester (Montgomery)

Jeffery Pruitt (Huntsville)

Dr. John Kvach (Huntsville)

Vacant

Graham Sisson, Ph.D. (Birmingham)
Sonya Baker* (Montgomery)

Grey Brennan (Montgomery)

Greg Lein (Montgomery)

Mayor Johnny Smith (Jacksonville)

Vacant

Allen Armstrong (Oneonta)

ADVISORY BOARD

The Alabama Trails Commission Advisory Board was comprised of the following members as of
the date of this report. The number in parentheses indicates the number of appointments for
each appointing authority.

Appointed by the Governor (2)
A University
An Alabama Land Trust

Dr. Vini Nathan* (Auburn)
Marie Bostick (Huntsvile)

Appointed by the Lt. Governor (2)
State Senator Vacant
State Senator Senator Cam Ward (Alabaster)



Appointed by the Speaker of the House (2)
State House of Representatives
State House of Representatives

Appointed by the Alabama Recreational
Trails Advisory Board (3)

Appointed by the Alabama Forestry
Commission (1)

Appointed by the Alabama Commissioner
of Agriculture and Industries (1)

Appointed by the Alabama State Health
Officer (1)

Appointed by the Executive Director of the
Retirement Systems of Alabama (1)

Appointed by the USDA National Forest
Service (1)

Appointed by Alabama Power Company (1)
Appointed by the Tennessee Valley Authority (1)
Appointed by Power South (1)

Appointed by Alabama Farmers Federation (1)

Appointed by the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers (1)

Appointed by the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Services (1)

Appointed by the Commissioner of DNCR (1)

Appointed by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama

Vacant
Vacant

Jim Felder (Madison)
Francesca Gross (Birmingham)
Steve Newton (Adamsville)

Jason Dockery (Gardendale)

John Jenson, Ph.D. (Auburn)

Mark Wilson, M.D. (Birmingham)

Steve Timms (Montgomery)

Odell Sanders* (Montgomery)

Joshua Yerby (Birmingham)

Frank “Bucky” Edmondson (Knoxville, TN)
Nisa Miranda (Tuscaloosa)

Francis Chirico (Troy)

Larry “Chip” Dixon (Demopolis)

Ronnie Davis (Ozark)
Vacant

Tim King (Birmingham)



Appointed by the Alabama Trails Commission (3)
Alabama Hiking Trail Society
Alabama Bicycle Association
Underrepresented Federal Agency

Appointed by the Alabama Association of
Of RC & D Councils

Appointed by the Alabama Railroad Association

Current ATC Officers:
Chair — Dr. Graham Sisson
Vice Chair — Jeff Pruitt
Secretary — Mayor Johnny Smith

Current Advisory Board Officers:
Chair — Nisa Miranda
Vice Chair — Steve Newton
Secretary — Jim Felder

2020 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In light of the Covid pandemic in 2020, The ATC and AB held online joint meetings on March
18, August 26, and December 2 to direct the organization’s activities in each of its priority

Nathan Wright (Rockford)
Jeff DeQuattro (Mobile)
Vacant

Otis French* (Bay Minette)

Maecie Martin Walker (Montgomery)

Birmingham, Alabama
Huntsville, Alabama
Piedmont, Alabama

Tuscaloosa, Alabama
Adamsville, Alabama
Madison, Alabama

*People of color

areas to advance the organization’s mission. The following is an account of their

accomplishments in 2020:

e Intergovernmental Coordination / Alternative Funding
o In August, committees of the ATC, AB, and ATF conducted an online working
meeting to report their activities and to define the respective roles of each

organization in advancing the development, interconnection, and use of trails in

Alabama and to promote, develop, and facilitate a statewide system of

interconnected land and water-based trails. With the ATF firmly established and

with the ATC and AB having conducted considerable work over the past ten

years to strengthen capacity to plan, develop, and operate local trails, the ATC

and AB determined during this meeting that they should turn their collective
attentions toward facilitating the development of a conceptual plan for a



connected statewide trail network. The following objectives generally describe
the work that the ATC and AB will undertake in order to achieve this goal:

* |ncorporate a statewide conceptual trails plan into the overall Outdoor
Recreation Strategy component of the Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan (update currently underway) to elevate it as a
statewide priority.

= Research and report best practices in statewide trail system planning and
development in other states.

= Develop a communications toolkit with messaging, talking points, Power
Point presentation, etc. to be used to engage Regional Councils of
Government (RGCs), local elected officials, and the general public in the
effort.

= Engage RGCs to examine how to develop such a plan, determine what
trail / alternative transportation infrastructure planning has already been
done in those regions (that can be incorporated), and how the ATC & AB
can partner with RCGs in the process of developing a statewide plan.

= Define conceptual planning scope, including corridor mapping and
recommended administrative, organizational, operating, and funding
models; issue preliminary RFQ to determine cost and locate qualified
planning firms.

= |dentify funding sources and secure funding necessary to create the
plan(s).

= Engage professional planning firm(s) to carry out planning processes in
each region through a formal RFP process.

= |n concert with planners, ensure robust engagement of user groups and
the general public in the process.

= Develop an economic feasibility study to accompany the plan(s),
demonstrating the direct and indirect consumer spending, tax revenue,
and healthcare savings benefits of developing the system.

In December, both bodies formally ratified the findings of the committees and
adopted facilitating the development of a conceptual plan for a connected
statewide trail network as a primary focus over the next 3-5 years.

e Technical Assistance
o The ATC is providing technical assistance to local government partners to

advance the development and enhancement of multiple long-distance
recreational and alternative transportation trail projects in the cities of Fayette,
Gadsden, and Anniston, as well as in Baldwin, Mobile, Covington, Coffee, and
Geneva Counties.

o The Wiregrass Rail-Trail in Covington, Coffee, and Geneva Counties. The City of
Andalusia and the Southeast Alabama Regional Planning and Development
Commission (SEARPDC), in collaboration with Rep. Mike Jones, are working to



refocus this project on acquiring and developing all 44 +/- miles of available
corridor between Andalusia and Geneva in order to maximize positive the
economic impact of bicycle and equestrian tourism throughout the Wiregrass
Region and to bring the quality of life and health benefits of a long-distance
multi-modal trail to the region’s residents. To this end, Andalusia and SEARPDC
have formally established the Wiregrass Trail Partnership to direct the
acquisition, planning, and operation of the trail. As of the date of this report, the
cities of Andalusia, Opp, and Kinston have joined the partnership, along with
Coffee County.

The City of Gadsden has closed on its purchase of a 2-mile rail corridor that will
enable a bicycle-pedestrian connection between Downtown Gadsden and the
Black Creek Trail system at Noccalula Falls Park. The City of Fayette has also
closed on their acquisition of a 2-mile corridor adjacent to their downtown. The
ATC continues to provide technical assistance to these cities as they pursue
master planning for these rail-trails and associated improvements.

In 2016-2017, the ATC initiated the Pinhoti Trail Enhancement Project, bringing
together a steering committee consisting of the National Forest Service, Alabama
State Parks, Alabama State Lands, Alabama Forestry Commission, Alabama
Hiking Trail Society, The Conservation Fund, and the Alabama Trails Association
to begin conceptualizing a new master plan for the Pinhoti. At 171 miles in
length, the Alabama Pinhoti is our state’s premier backcountry hiking trail. This
planning process was intended to improve the public infrastructure and align
resource management along the trail in order to enhance the trail’s appeal as a
national hiking destination, to augment the trail’'s economic impact on nearby
communities, and to position the trail to secure National Scenic Trail status. In
2017, ATC transferred management of the project to the ATF, which initiated the
formal planning process. This planning process took place throughout 2018, and
in 2019 the ATF released the Pinhoti Trail Built Environment Master Plan, which
is available at https://alabamatrailsfoundation.org/project-update/the-alabama-

pinhoti-trail-built-environment-master-plan/. The ATF has also collaborated

with the Alabama Forestry Commission, Friends of Flagg Mountain, and The
Conservation Fund to develop planning and design documents to guide the
enhancement of the historic Civilian Conservation Corps structures at Flagg
Mountain, which is the southern terminus of the Pihnoti Trail in Coosa County
and a major outdoor recreation destination. Among the planned enhancements
are the renovation of the Flagg Mountain observation tower and development of
a new parking area and universal access trail serving the observation tower. The
ATF and its partners have secured the necessary funds to implement the tower



renovation and parking and trail enhancements, and anticipate having this work
completed in 2021. This and other planned Flagg Mountain improvements will
strengthen the site as an outdoor recreation destination and southern anchor for
the Pinhoti Trail. For more information on the planned Flagg Mountain
restoration and enhancements, visit
https://alabamatrailsfoundation.org/project-update/flagg-mountain-
restoration/. The ATC has been actively engaged throughout the process as a
technical advisor to the Pinhoti Trail Enhancement steering committee.

e OQutreach & Education
o The ATC continues to actively managing the website at

www.alabamarecreationtrails.org as the primary online trail information source

in Alabama. This site enables the public to search for Alabama trails based upon
activity type and amenities, to find locally owned outfitters, equipment
suppliers, and lodging, and to connect to existing recreational user organizations.
The site also provides valuable technical information for use by local
governments, planners, nonprofit organizations, and citizens interested in
creating trails in their communities. The site currently features over 800
published trail records.

o Through convening a partnership that includes the Alabama Trails Foundation,
the Lakeshore Foundation, Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Alabama, the Governor’s
Commission on Physical Fitness and Sports, the Alabama Obesity Task Force, and
AARP, ATC has led the development of the 100 Alabama Miles Challenge, which
officially debuted in May 2018. This program is working to inspire all Alabamians
to run, walk, hike, bike, swim, paddle, ride, or roll 100 miles each year and to do
so by visiting our beautiful parks, nature preserves, and rivers throughout the
state. We believe that this important program will assist Alabama cities, towns,
and rural areas in realizing the multiple health, community, and economic
benefits associated with outdoor trail recreation and will increase public use and
appreciation of our local, state, and federally managed recreational lands. The
program’s website is at www.100alabamamiles.org, where participants log their

miles and earn electronic badges for places visited and milestones reached. The
2020 season officially kicked off on March 14, 2020. While there were over 20
Alabama cities and towns signed on to host public engagement events during the
2020 season kickoff, the Covid pandemic necessitated that we cancel these
events and rely upon social and earned media and our Ambassador Progam to
engage public participation. As of the drafting of this report, over 4,400 active
participants have logged over 147,000 miles since the program’s inception.



o The ATC held the 2020 Alabama Recreational Trails Conference at Gulf State Park
on February 6 & 7, just prior to the onset of the Covid pandemic. One hundred
and sixty people from across Alabama, representing local and state
governmental agencies, trail planning, construction, and operations
professionals, and user groups, attended the conference. Twenty-five speakers
gave presentations during the day-and-a-half conference on best practices for
trail planning, design, construction, operation, and programming, with a focus on
trail accessibility, connectivity, and equity. (See “Attachment A” for the Alabama
Recreational Trails Conference Program.)

o The ATC provided planning support for a webinar series in August that was
hosted by the Alabama Trails Foundation and entitled “Caring for Alabama’s
Trails.” The first webinar focused on examining various organizational structures
that are used to support the development and operation of trails. The second
focused on best practices for operational agreements between trail volunteer
groups and large agency and institutional landowners.

e Research
o The ATC, in cooperation with The University of Alabama Center for Economic

Development (UACED), has developed a trail user survey and economic impact
assessment tool in order to facilitate widespread gathering of recreational trail
usage and economic impact data throughout the state. In addition to economic
impact assessment, the data gathered will provide valuable information to trail
operators about their users’ demographics, home locations, as well as frequency
and patterns of trail usage. These data will also be used to build a statewide
database that will help to inform public policy regarding recreational trail
development. Studies are currently underway at Stoney Lonesome OHV Park
(Cullman) and Gulf State Park (Orange Beach. The ATC and UACED are assisting
Jacksonville State University on updating studies of the Chief Ladiga Trail
(Piedmont-Jacksonville), the mountain bike trail system at Coldwater Mountain
(Anniston/Oxford), and the NICA Mountain Bike Course on the Ft. McClellan
campus (Anniston), in addition to initiating a study at Flagg Mountain in the
Weogufka State Forest in Coosa County.



Thank you for your continued support.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gt K Bransf

Graham L. Sisson, Jr., Chair
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Alabama Recreation Trails Conference Program
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THURSDAY, FEB. 6

ALABAMA
RECREATIONAL
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CONFERENGE

AGENDA
THURSDAY, FEB. 6
FRIDAY, FEB. 7

All events will be held at The Lodge at Gulf State Park

7:30 AM - 8:30 AM

8:30 AM - 8:45 AM

8:45 AM - 12:00 PM
8:45 AM - 9:45 AM

9:45 AM - 10:45 AM

10:45 AM - 11:45 AM

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Registration

Opening Remarks
Dr. Graham Sisson, ATC Chair

Plenary Sessions

Gulf State Park Enhancement Project
Jay Pigford, Architecture Works

127 Million Steps
Trevor Thomas, Team FarSight

ADA Best Practices for Trails
Dr. Graham Sisson, Governor’s Office on Disability

Alabama Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
Sonya Baker, Alabama Department of Transportation

Lunch and Keynote Address: Trails - Highways for Everyone
Tony Hull, Civil Street Solutions

Concurrent Sessions

Design and Construction Along Alabama’s Pinhoti
Will McGarity, Architecture Works

Creating a Successful Trail Nonprofit: Cherokee Ridge
Alpine Trail Association
Jimmy Lanier, Harold Banks, John Prophitt, Walt Hutcheson

Horseback Trail Riding Facilities in Alabama: Where We are
and Where We Need to Be!
Bobby Whaley, Outback Trail Riders

The Cahaba Blueway: Establishing a Distinctive
Regional Water Trail

Brian Rushing, The University of Alabama Center for
Economic Development

The Burrow
Gulfview Ballroom -
Salon 1

Gulfview Ballroom -
Salon 1

Gulfview Ballroom -
Salon 1

Live Oak I

Live Oak II

Live Oak III

Live Oak I



2:00 PM - 3:00 PM American Conservation Experience - A Nonprofit Live Oak IT
Conservation Corps for Trail Construction and Stewardship

Adam Scherm & Mark Loseth, American

Conservation Experience

The Economic Impact and Benefit of the Recreation Trail Live Oak III
Network in Anniston/Calhoun County
Jennifer Green, Jacksonville State University

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Tennessee RiverLine: A Vision for North America’s Next Live Oak I
Great Regional Trail System
Brad Collett, University of Tennessee

Benefits of Races on Your Local Trails Live Oak II
David Tosch, Southeastern Trail Runs

Training the Next Generation of OHV Trail Managers, Live Oak III
Designers, Maintainers and Volunteers
Jack Terrell, NOHVCC

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM Trail Planning and Development Update in Alabama’s Live Oak I
State Parks
Rob Grant & Ken Thomas, Alabama State Parks

Africatown Connections Blueway: How a Trail Could Play Live Oak IT
a Part in Healing a Community
Liz Smith-Incer, National Park Service

Trails Unplugged Live Oak III
Greg Wingo, ROAM Projects

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Reception The Dunes Terrace

FRIDAY, FEB. 7

All events will be held at The Lodge at Gulf State Park

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM Breakfast Pre-Function Area
8:00 AM - 8:15 AM Opening Remarks Gulfview Ballroom -
Dr. Graham Sisson, ATC Chair Salon I
8:15 AM - 11:15 AM Plenary Sessions Gulfview Ballroom -
Salon I
8:15 AM - 9:15 AM Planning and Development of the Florida Trail

Britney Moore, Florida Div. of Recreation and Parks/Office of
Greenways and Trails

9:15 AM - 10:15 AM Singing River Trail: A Grassroots Greenway Movement
Shannon Smith, Decatur Parks and Recreation

10:15 AM - 11:15 AM Tread Lightly!: Enhancing Responsible Trail Recreation
Dave Logan, Tread Lightly!

11:15 AM - 11:30 AM Closing Remarks Gulfview Ballroom -
Dr. Graham Sisson, ATC Chair Salon I




PRESENTATION SUMMARIES

PLENARY SESSION PRESENTATIONS

THURSDAY, FEB. 6

GULF STATE PARK ENHANCEMENT PROJECT | JAY PIGFORD

A review of the redevelopment process at Gulf State Park that incorporated new and innovative lodging,
educational and recreational facilities and the enhancement and expansion of the park’s multi-use

trail network.

127 MILLION STEPS | TREVOR THOMAS

Finding purpose and passion in hiking after losing his sight, Trevor Thomas inspires others through his hiking
achievements and educates trail designers, builders and managers about what blind hikers need (and don’t
need) on the trail.

ADA BEST PRACTICES FOR TRAILS | DR. GRAHAM SISSON

This interactive presentation will explore best practices for accessible trails. Physical and programmatic access
will be detailed as well as potential solutions to common barriers for individuals with disabilities. A question
and answer session will be held at the end.

ALABAMA STATEWIDE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN PLAN | SONYA BAKER

An important element of any transportation system, this brief summary will introduce our state’s bicycle
and pedestrian plan, which promotes safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities throughout the state and provides
guidance on implementing priority facilities.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: TRAILS - HIGHWAYS FOR EVERYONE | TONY HULL

The benefits of trail networks for communities are well known, yet we still struggle to move projects forward.
Why are we spending so much time and energy trying to justify the need, when we should be asking why our
human powered highways are incomplete? Let’s reframe our conversation and get trails moving!

FRIDAY, FEB. 7

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE FLORIDA TRAIL | BRITNEY MOORE

Through careful coordination between federal, state and local partners across multiple jurisdictions, the
Florida Trail connects numerous communities across Florida and creates opportunity for economic and quality
of life transformation.

SINGING RIVER TRAIL: A GRASS ROOTS GREENWAY MOVEMENT | SHANNON SMITH

The Singing River Trail planning process began through local citizen efforts and has developed into a
regional inter-jurisdictional collaborative effort to connect the cities of Athens, Decatur, Huntsville, Madison,
Mooresville and Triana.

TREAD LIGHTLY!: ENHANCING RESPONSIBLE TRAIL RECREATION | DAVE LOGAN
For 30 years, Tread Lightly! has promoted responsible trail recreation through stewardship, education, and
communication by making tools and materials available to states that want to advance trail ethics.



CONGURRENT SESSION PRESENTATIONS

THURSDAY, FEB. 6

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ALONG ALABAMA'S PINHOTI | WILL McGARITY

A review of the process of moving from initial stewardship collaboration through the implementation of a
design, construction and maintenance plan for the Alabama Pinhoti Trail — Alabama’s longest backcountry
hiking trail.

CREATING A SUCCESSFUL TRAIL NONPROFIT: CHEROKEE RIDGE ALPINE TRAIL ASSOCIATION | J. LANIER, H. BANKS, J. PROPHITT, W. HUTGHESON
With a talented and engaged board of directors, CRATA has developed into a successful trail nonprofit,
collaborating with large landowners and using Recreation Trails Program and other funding sources to
develop exemplary hiking trails.

HORSEBACK TRAIL RIDING FACILITIES IN ALABAMA: WHERE WE ARE AND WHERE WE NEED TO BE! | BOBBY WHALEY

Alabama has a number of equestrian trail facilities that offer unique riding experiences, but there is
tremendous potential to enhance our state’s marketing and development of such destinations to benefit
local economies.

THE CAHABA BLUEWAY: ESTABLISHING A DISTINCTIVE REGIONAL WATER TRAIL | BRIAN RUSHING

Through a thoughtful planning process and regional collaboration, the Cahaba Blueway Program sets a
standard for creating public awareness, information, and infrastructure to transform Alabama’s unique
waterways into marketable paddling destinations.

AMERICAN CONSERVATION EXPERIENCE: NONPROFIT CONSERVATION CORPS FOR TRAIL CONSTRUCTION & STEWARDSHIP | A.SCHERM, M.LOSETH
American Conservation Experience matches skilled work crews with conservation projects on public lands,
including trail construction and maintenance, providing a cost-efficient solution for resource-strapped trail
owners/operators.

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT AND BENEFIT OF THE RECREATION TRAIL NETWORK IN ANNISTON & CALHOUN GOUNTY | JENNIFER GREEN

The development of recreational trail destinations (and trail events) in the Anniston area has generated
significant local economic benefits, prompting efforts to build additional trail networks to accommodate a
diversity of trail activities.

TENNESSEE RIVERLINE: A VISION FOR NORTH AMERICA'S NEXT GREAT REGIONAL TRAIL SYSTEM | BRAD COLLETT

A University of Tennessee initiative, the Tennessee RiverLine is a vision for a continuous system of paddle-
hike-bike experiences along the river’s 652-mile reach, with local communities currently helping to shape the
planning and implementation process.

BENEFITS OF RACES ON YOUR LOGAL TRAILS | DAVID TOSCH

Bring your trails to the next level with this primer on how to organize successful trail race events to maximize
economic impact, heighten awareness and engage new users and stewards for your

recreational trails.

TRAINING THE NEXT GENERATION OF OHV TRAIL MANAGERS, DESIGNERS, MAINTAINERS AND VOLUNTEERS | JACK TERRELL

Learn about NOHVCC’s Great Trails Training Workshops that provide essential training for agency personnel
and volunteers to build, operate and maintain sustainable OHV trails to provide quality

recreational experiences.

TRAIL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT UPDATE IN ALABAMA'S STATE PARKS | ROB GRANT & KEN THOMAS

Alabama State Parks continues to strive for excellence in the planning, development and funding of trails.
This presentation will showcase a variety of recent trail projects and highlight accessibility and

signage initiatives.

AFRICATOWN GCONNECTIONS BLUEWAY: HOW A TRAIL COULD PLAY A PART IN HEALING A COMMUNITY | LIZ SMITH-INCER

Populated by the descendants of the slave ship, Clotilda, residents of Mobile’s Africatown are working with
NPS’ Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program to develop conceptual plans for reconnecting their
community to surrounding waterways, preserving their history, and interpreting their story for visitors.

TRAILS UNPLUGGED | GREG WINGO

Getting outside on the trails doesn’t mean you have to completely disconnect. Technology now plays a huge
part in how we explore trails around the world, providing tools to keep trail users safe and connected in The
Great Outdoors.
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THINGS T0 DO

GULF STATE PARK ACTI\IITIES G REGREATIUN

6,150 acres of pristine coastal scenery and wildlife habitat

» Over 27.4 miles of hiking trails with all trails accessible to a variety of users

» 900 acre freshwater fishing lake with 6 piers

» A Nature Center outdoor classroom and amphitheater

» Interpretive Center teaches visitors about the dune ecosystems and environmentally friendly
architecture. Exhibits include interactive displays and boardwalks to engage visitors with a variety of
educational programming

» Fishing pier stretching over a 1/4 mile into the Gulf and featuring educational signs about local wildlife

» Tennis, biking, kayaking, paddle boards, geocaching, guided nature walks, birding, several playgrounds
and picnic areas, butterfly garden, pavilion and Coastal Segway Adventures

NEARBY ATTRACTIONS

The Wharf at Orange Beach offers shopping,
dlnlng, concert amphitheater, mini-golf,
zip-lining, marina, and several other
entertainment venues

» Craft Farms and Peninsula golf course

» Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo

» Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge

» Flora-Bama offers a dining, shopping, marina
and music venue

» OWA Theme Park

» The Coastal Arts Center of Orange Beach
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Thank you for supporting the 2020 Alabama Recreational Trails Conference!
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