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February 5, 2021
To Whom it May Concern:

I have been a resident of the City of Haleyville since 1974. We have always had slow internet service and
had to pay high bills for cable and internet service. This all changed in 2019 when Freedom fiber started
laying fiber in Haleyville. We can now be recognized as a “GIG City”. The economic growth for the City
of Haleyville and Winston County has long been hampered by a lack of 4 lane highways and a lack of
high speed internet. The first question asked by economic developers was "Do you have high speed
internet" Our reply was no and we were eliminated from consideration. We recognize the lack of high-
speed internet is the biggest threat to life in rural Alabama. Problems exist in our retention of local
industries, recruitment of new industries, our educational system, our medical system and overall quality
of life.

We recognize that in order to compete in today’s global market that high-speed internet is just as
important as water and electricity. We are competing with urban communities for new industries and are
not competitive without a fiber internet system. The lack of access to an adequate internet creates a poorly
functioning educational system and healthcare system. Students have access to the internet while at
school but most do not have access at their homes. Our hospital needs to utilize the latest digital
technology and telemedicine to improve patient care. We have an excellent school system and many
students go on to college. However, we lose these individuals that have to go to larger cities to gain
employment. In order to attract these graduates, we must have industries that provide them opportunities
to utilize their skills. We cannot attract these types of industries without high-speed internet. The city of
Haleyville wants to grow and offer a fiber connection for our citizens, businesses and industries. We want
to be a part of the 21 century economy.

Sincerely,
Ken Sunseri
Mayor
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