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2018 Alabama Broadband Accessibility Fund Grant Application

Project Name: Rural Hackleburg
Legal Name of Entity: Tombigbee Communications, LLC
Mailing Address: 3196 County Hwy 55
Hamilton, AL 35570
Name and Title of CEO: Steve Foshee, CEO
Name and Title of Contact:  Brenda Overton, CFO
Phone Number 205-921-6741
and Email of Contact: boverton@tombigbhee.org

Does this project serve locations with demonstrated community support?

Community support for freedomFIBER, Tombigbee Communication’s answer to the broadband
need in their region, has been overwhelming. The community leaders recognize that if it was
not for Tombigbee building their network, the chances of a change for the better in this region
would be slim to none.

C3 of Northwest Alabama, a regional economic development organization speaks of the many
challenges, specifically the lack of high-speed internet services, faced when trying to recruit
new industry to the region (see Attachment C — Other Priorities Question 3 — C3 Letter.pdf).

Habitat for Humanity shares in Tombigbee’s interest in promoting prosperity and community
development within the region and need the Tombigbee service to provide better service to
those they help (see Attachment C — Other Priorities Question 3 — Habitat for Humanity.pdf).

Daryl Colburn, the Mayor of Hackleburg speaks of the challenges faced in small towns and how
freedomFIBER will help the existing industry as well as promote the possibility of bringing more
to his small town (see Attachment C — Other Priorities Question 3 — Hackleburg — Mayor Daryl
Colburn.pdf).

John Hardin, the principal of Hackleburg High School speaks of how many of his students lack
access to broadband internet. The Hackleburg schools were destroyed in the tornados that
ripped through Alabama in 2011. When the school was rebuilt, a focus was put on ensuring all
students have access to the latest technology, but a problem most face is the lack of the
internet in their home (see Attachment C — Other Priorities Question 3 — Hackleburg — High
School Principal.pdf).
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Shiloh Fire and Rescue is located in Rural Hackleburg, the proposed funded service area in this
application. Eric Lynch, the fire chief speaks of the need of quality high speed internet service
which would allow his fire station to be more efficient in preparing reports, record keeping and
most importantly giving them the ability to have electronic communication between the rescue
vehicles and the fire station allowing for quicker response times (see Attachment C — Other
Priorities Question 3 — Hackleburg — Shiloh Fire Department.pdf).

Stuart Taylor, the owner of Stuart’s Auto Body & Glass, speaks of the relationship between the
need for electricity in the 1940’s and the need for broadband today. With broadband internet
service, Mr. Taylor would have the opportunity to expand his business (see Attachment C—
Other Priorities Question 3 — Hackleburg — Stuart Auto.pdf).

Wrangler, a VF Corporation, has one of its largest distribution centers located in Hackleburg. In
the tornados of 2011, the Wrangler Distribution Center was destroyed and Vanity Fair
recognized the need for their industry was vital for the continuity of the town of Hackleburg
making them choose to rebuild their distribution center there. This has not come without
challenges. To operate a distribution center of this size, reliable high speed internet is a must
for their operation (see Attachment C — Other Priorities Question 3 — Hackleburg —
Wrangler.pdf).

These are just a few examples of the community supporting the Tombigbee project. There is a
need like no other in the last several decades. This region is in a constant state of decline and
according to all community leaders, broadband is a step in the right direction.



