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C. Other Program Priorities  
 
 

Does this project seek to leverage grant funds through private investment? 

Yes. FTC intends to leverage grant funds through its own private investment. As evidenced 
in the schedule below, every $1.00 of grant funds leverages $1.86 in investment by FTC. 

Initial Construction Costs  
Cable & Wire Facilities 128,890 
Engineering 25,778 
Subtotal 154,668 

 
Cutover and Installation Costs  
Installation/Connection Costs 37,056 
Customer Premise Equipment 50,176 
Subtotal 87,232 

Grant/Private Investment  
Total Investment 241,900 
Less Grant Funds Requested 84,665 
Private Investment 157,235 

 

Will this project be an extension of existing infrastructure? 

Yes. The PFSA will be fed from FTC’s existing Pleasant View network location. This location is 
an existing telecom hut which already has both battery backup and standby generator 
power backup to be used in extended power failure situations. This location has fiber-optic 
10 Gbps transport feeds through a fully redundant ring offering diverse paths back to 
the Network Operations Center (NOC) in Rainsville, AL. FTC has seven links to the public 
Internet: 

 
1. Two 10Gbps links from Ider, AL to the Internet peering facilities at 56 Marietta in Atlanta, 

GA, carried by iRis networks. 
2. Two 10Gbps links from Rainsville, AL to the Internet peering facilities at Elk Grove in 

Chicago IL, carried by iRis networks. 
3. A 10Gbps link from Albertville, AL to the Internet peering facilities at 56 Marietta in 

Atlanta, GA, carried by AT&T. 
4. Two 10 Gbps links from Albertville, AL to the Internet peering facilities at the DE-CIX 

exchange in Dallas, TX carried by AT&T. 
 

The build will also take advantage of existing Calix Active Ethernet access cards that are 
currently serving other FTTH customers adjacent to the PFSA. Although additional network 
equipment will be added as demand requires, using the existing telecommunications huts, 
10 Gbps transport feeds, and access cards will allow FTC to serve the Dutton PFSA 



 

 

subscribers with the best network possible while leveraging existing infrastructure to lower 
costs. 

Does this project serve locations with demonstrated community support? 

Yes. FTC has received support from individuals within the community in hopes that the 
proposed project comes to fruition. Letters have been received from local and state 
legislative delegates, elected officials, community leaders, and residents of the PFSA.  

  





















From: Beverly Wise
To: Marketing@farmerstel.com
Subject: FIBER IN DUTTON
Date: Thursday, January 14, 2021 11:40:25 AM

Hi! I have recently been made aware of a potential grant for FTC to stretch the fiber internet
services to Dutton!! This would be AMAZING!!!! I currently do not have any internet at my
home due to the slowness of my pre existing carrier. We never got speeds over 1-3m's with
Century Link. This is entirely to slow and not worth $89 a month. We could not use FB and 
NETFLIX at the same time, much less do school work inline. We had checked with FTC and
unfortunately it was unavailable to my home.    We like to stream movies, our son plays games
online, and our daughter is now doing some virtual school work, which proves to be
difficult(especially when phone hotspots run out of data) With that said, we want fiber in our
home!!!  Feel free to contact me with surveys, questions, or any other way I can help
contribute to this happening. Thanks so much!! 

Beverly Wise

741 County Road 408
Dutton, AL 35744

256-717-7356
bevusmp@gmail.com

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:bevusmp@gmail.com
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https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=icon
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From: Kristi Clemens
To: marketing@farmerstel.com
Subject: Letter to ADECA
Date: Thursday, January 14, 2021 11:49:16 AM

Help!!!
In our area of Dutton the only available Internet service provider is century link and the service is horrible. We get
maybe a speed of 2.5m at home. We just adopted 5 siblings and three of them are in school. For the next 25 years
we will need High speed Internet at home to help them get through virtual learning.
Please award farmers telecommunications in rainsville alabama with the Alabama broadband accessibility grant!

Kristi & Ray Clemens

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:kristi10384@yahoo.com
mailto:marketing@farmerstel.com


 

 

 
Will this project serve the highest number of unserved homes, businesses, and community 
anchor points for the least cost? 
Yes. To bring gigabit services to this area, the PFSA will require approximately 4.24 route 
miles of buried and aerial fiber-optic cable in a mountainous region that has layers of rock 
to contend with throughout much of the service area. The estimated costs to place the 
outside plant components of this 4.24 route miles of fiber is $154,668. By utilizing GPON 
splitter cabinets, FTC has lowered the quantity and size of the fiber optic feeds, thus 
reducing the OSP cost from what a 100% Active Ethernet network would have cost. 
 
The PFSA will be fed from an existing network location. The location is an existing telecom 
hut already established with redundant fiber feeds back to FTC’s NOC, and has existing 
generator backup, and 10 Gbps redundant transport equipment. The network location 
also has existing GPON equipment with available ports resulting in very minimal network 
equipment costs compared to what it would have been if FTC were not able to leverage 
the existing switch hut locations and associated GPON equipment and power 
components.  

 
Of the 106 homes and businesses passed, FTC has projected to connect 64 homes and 
businesses. The cost to add a network access point (NAP) to the fiber optic cable, place 
an aerial or buried drop, mount an optical network terminal (ONT) at the house, and 
provide fiber-optic connectivity is estimated to average $1,033.00 per home/business or 
$66,112.00 total. Likewise, the cost to add customer premise equipment inside the home 
using Calix Gigspire to deliver Mesh-Enhanced Carrier Class Wi-Fi, is estimated to be $330.00 
per home/business or $21,120.00. The total cost to connect the 64 projected homes is 
$87,232.00. 

These estimates utilize what is considered by the industry as the most efficient and cost- 
effective means to deliver gigabit service directly to the home, and are backed by FTC’s 
experience in having already deployed more than 2,180 route miles of fiber-optic cable 
and connecting more than 15,100 locations. 

 
Does this project emphasize the highest broadband speeds? 

Yes. Standard broadband data speeds will be symmetrical - 100 Mbps download and 100 
Mbps upload, with 1 Gig (1,000 Mbps) download and 1 Gig (1,000 Mbps) upload also 
available. 

 
Will this project provide material broadband enhancements to hospitals located in rural 
areas? 

No. There are no hospitals located within the PFSA. However, with expanding broadband 
access to underserved areas, healthcare will improve dramatically with the use of 
telehealth services. Telemedicine provides 24/7 access to patient health portals, 
telemedicine clinicians, remote patient monitoring, telepsychiatry solutions, store and 



 

 

forward technologies, patient-care education, etc. Telehealth services have been vital 
through the COVID-19 pandemic to help mitigate the exposure and spread of COVID-19 
to healthcare personnel and other patients. Recent policy changes have reduced barriers 
and increased adoption by both healthcare providers and patients. With Telehealth, 
patients can receive necessary care that may help them avoid delayed preventative, 
chronic or routine care. Broadband access in rural areas of DeKalb County, AL are 
necessary now, more than ever, in providing proper and critical health care access. 
Research indicates that Telehealth reduces hospital admissions by 25% and overall length 
of stay by 59%. Telehealth access enables patients to have convenient access to 
specialists, eliminates the cost to commute long distances, reduces the hours of work 
missed due to travel, and now helps mitigate potential exposure during a global 
pandemic. It also makes doctor-patient communication easy, improves the patient’s self-
care ability, promotes the sharing of educational content that helps maintain and prevent 
poor health conditions, and promotes a comfortable environment for patient care. 
Broadband access can also provide important healthy lifestyle resources that may improve 
the quality of life for those living in this poverty-stricken area. 
 

14.7% of Jackson County’s population lives in poverty. 23% of Jackson County, AL 
population is in poor or fair health. 14.1% of the population in Dutton has a disability. 15% of 
the Jackson County population is in frequent physical distress and 16% is in frequent mental 
distress. Counties in the southern and Appalachian regions of the United States tend to 
have the highest incidence of diabetes prevalence and Jackson County, AL is at 17% 
compared to the national rate of 7%. 20% of the county are adult smokers. 39% of the 
county’s population is classified as obese adults.  29% are physically inactive and only 47% 
have access to exercise opportunities. It is reported that 38% of the population gets 
insufficient sleep. 14% experience food insecurity. There are 13% of Jackson County’s 
population that are uninsured. The ratios for doctor to patient are as follows: Primary Care 
Physicians 1,850 to 1, Dentists 2,870 to 1 and Mental health providers 2,160 to 1. 27% of 
children in Jackson County are in poverty. It is reported that there have been 5,903 
preventable hospital stays in 2020. The nearest health clinic is a rural health clinic. The 
serving hospitals for this area are Highlands Medical Center in Scottsboro, AL (11.6 miles or 
20 minutes away) and DeKalb Regional Medical Center in Fort Payne, AL (17.2 miles or 21 
minutes away). 
 

Will this project support local libraries in this state for the purpose of assisting the libraries in 
offering digital literacy training pursuant to state library and archive guidelines? 
 
No. There are no local libraries located within the PFSA. 

 
While there are not any physical libraries within the PFSA, broadband access in rural 
Jackson County would enable access to online libraries such as the Camellia Net-
Alabama’s Digital Library, Open Library, Project Gutenberg, Google Books, Library of 
Congress online, and the Alabama Virtual Library - which is free to all citizens in the state. 



 

 

With broadband access, libraries are available anytime and anywhere to anyone. 
 
Is the applicant a certified Minority Business Enterprise under the Alabama Minority Business 
Enterprise Program? Or is it certified under another Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
Program?  

No. 
 




