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2018 Grant Application Guidelines

An application workshop will be held at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 24, 2018, in the Alabama
Center for Commerce 7' floor Auditorium. The code for the Decatur Street entrance to the
parking deck is 7013#. Seating is limited; therefore, all attendees must register by calling or
emailing Ms. Susan Fleeman at (334) 242-5292 or susan.fleeman@adeca.alabama.gov. An
online version of the workshop and questions and answers from the workshop will be posted
on the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) website prior to May
28,2018, at http://adeca.alabama.gov/broadband.

Applications shall be submitted in .pdf format by email to broadband.fund@adeca.alabama.gov

Applications will be accepted starting on May 28, 2018. Completed applications must be
submitted by 11:59 PM, CST, on October 24, 2018. Any applications received after the deadline
will not be considered. All applications must be complete; however, ADECA reserves the right to
contact applicants for additional information and/or clarifications. All applications received will
be posted on ADECA’s website at http://adeca.alabama.gov/broadband.

Existing service providers shall have from October 25, 2018 through November 26, 2018 to file
objections to the eligibility of the proposed projects. All objections must be filed by email to
broadband.fund@adeca.alabama.gov and must include verifiable documentation to support
the challenge.

An applicant may submit more than one application. However, each project must have a
separate application and budget. Each project must stand alone in meeting the Alabama
Broadband Accessibility Fund program requirements.

Eligibility

An eligible applicant is a non-government entity that is a cooperative, corporation, limited
liability company, partnership, or other private business entity that provides broadband service.

Funding

Projects must be completed within two years of the effective date of the grant agreement. The

~grant will be in the form of a reimbursement of eligible costs up to the award amount in the
grant agreement. Reimbursement will be made within 30 days of project completion and final
inspection by ADECA.



All projects will be scored based on the established rating criteria. The criteria can be found at
http://adeca.alabama.gov/broadband. Those eligible projects receiving the highest scores will
be selected for funding. The number of projects funded will be determined by the funds
available and the total amount of requests made. ADECA may request amended projects and/or
offer reduced grant participation.

ADECA shall ensure that not less than 40% of the funds awarded will be awarded to projects
serving unincorporated areas.

2018 Grant Application

Applicant Information

Project Name: Choctaw County Project |

Legal Name of Entity:  Millry Telephone Company, Inc.

Mailing Address: PO Box 561, Millry, AL 36558

Name and Title of CEO: Paul E Brown Sr, President

Name and Title of Contact: Annice Jordan CPA, VP & CFO

Phone Number and Email of Contact: 251 846-2911 Ext 3030 annicehjordan@millry.net

Project Description

This section is worth up to 15 points. Points will be awarded based on verifiable information
only.

Please attach a project description in a file titled Attachment A, Project Description. The
description shall include:

1. Adiscussion of the area served including boundaries, number of households,
businesses, and any community anchors (libraries, schools, police and fire stations,
hospitals, etc.). This response shall also identify if the project area is located within an
unincorporated area and provide information regarding how the area meets the
definition of rural (US Census data).

2. Adiscussion of the technology to be deployed (fiber, cable, DSL, etc.). Additionally,
include a discussion of future usage projections and the ability to upgrade.

3. Adiscussion of internet speeds, service tier and pricing levels, data caps, etc.



4. A preliminary technical evaluation of the project certified by an engineer. The evaluation
shall include a project cost estimate, project schedule and timeline to include a
completion date of no more than two years, and maps showing the proposed project
area. Maps should be in .shp, .kml, or .kmz formats.

Additionally, maps shall clearly show area eligibility (unserved areas). Generally,
applicants may establish that an area is eligible by using the ADECA Broadband map
showing unserved areas (http://adeca.alabama.gov/broadband). Other methodology,
such as household surveys, may be acceptable, but shall be pre-approved by ADECA.

5. Adiscussion of the operator’s technical and managerial capabilities to complete the
project within two years of the effective date of the grant award.

Application Budget

This section is worth up to 15 points. Points will be awarded based on verifiable information
only.

For the table, please complete the shaded boxes only. The total grant amount cannot exceed
the lesser of 20% of total project costs, or $750,000/$1,400,000 ($750,000 for project type A, or
$1,400,000 for project type B). If federal funds are involved in the project, please see number 4
below.

The proposed project will provide internet speeds of at least (check one):
Project Type A: [ 10 Mbps download and 1 Mbps upload
Project Type B: [ 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload

Total Project Cost $4,691,530.52
20% of Total Project Cost $938,306.10
Total Grant Amount Requested $938,306.10

Please provide a detailed project budget narrative in a file titled Attachment B, Project Budget.
The budget narrative shall include:

1. Itemize eligible project expenses. Generally, eligible expenses will be limited to
construction and construction related costs of broadband infrastructure. Operating
expenses will not be eligible expenses. Any additional expenses associated with the
project, but not part of the grant budget, should be included.

2. Adiscussion of the applicant’s necessary financial resources to:

a. sustain service to the project area (business model);



b. provide adequate project financing (additional documentation may be requested
by ADECA).

3. Adiscussion of any partners or subcontractors associated with the project’s deliverables
including but not limited to adoption, deployment, and service delivery. Please describe
each party’s role in the project.

4. A discussion of any federal funds associated with the project.

a. Eligible projects may include projects that have received funds through other
federal universal service funding programs designed specifically to encourage
broadband deployment in an area without broadband access in an amount not
exceeding 50% of the total project cost, provided, however, that any award of
state funds may only be utilized to either:

i.  fund project components that extend beyond the specifications
supported by the federal funding, said eligible components being
extension of service to unserved rural areas not otherwise served
by the federally supported project; or

ii.  ensure that areas being served by the federal funding at speeds
less than 25 Mbps of download speed and 3 Mbps of upload
speed will, in fact, receive faster speeds of not less than 25 Mbps
of download speed and 3 Mbps of upload speed.

b. Grants issued to projects receiving federal funds shall not exceed 40% of total
grant funding, with such grants not exceeding 20% of total project costs.

Other Program Priorities

Please answer each of the following questions either “yes” or “no.” For each “yes” answer,
please provide a brief narrative and any supporting documentation. Any claims that cannot be
verified will receive zero points in our scoring system. “No” answers will receive zero points in
our rating system. “Yes” answers (that can be verified) will receive up to 10 points.

Does this project seek to leverage If yes, include an explanation and
grant funds through private YES NO documentation in a file titled
investment? XI [] AttachmentC

If yes, include an explanation and
Will this project be an extension of YES NO documentation in a file titled
existing infrastructure? XI [] AttachmentC



Does this project serve locations
with demonstrated community
support?

Will this project serve the highest
number of unserved homes,
businesses, and community anchor
points for the least cost?

Does this project emphasize the
highest broadband speeds?

Will this project provide material
broadband enhancements to
hospitals located in rural areas as
defined in Section 22-21-20, Code
of Alabama 19757

Will this project support local
libraries in this state for the
purpose of assisting the libraries in
offering digital literacy training
pursuant to state library and
archive guidelines?

Certifications

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

If yes, include an explanation and
documentation in a file titled
Attachment C

If yes, include an explanation and
documentation in a file titled
Attachment C

If yes, include an explanation and
documentation in a file titled
Attachment C

If yes, include an explanation and
documentation in a file titled
Attachment C

If yes, include an explanation and
documentation in a file titled
Attachment C

1. The applicant certifies that it is a non-governmental entity.

2. The applicant certifies all new customers served as a result of this project will have access to an
internet connection that provides a capacity for transmission at an average speed per customer of

at least 10 Mbps download and at least 1 Mbps upload.

3. The applicant certifies that all new customers served as a result of this project are not located
within the boundaries of any incorporated city or town having a population in excess of 25,000

inhabitants, according to the last federal census.

4. The applicant certifies that it has the technical and managerial capabilities to complete the project

within two years of the effective date of the grant agreement.



5. Choose one:

a. [] The applicant certifies that for any area served as a result of this project there
is not at least one provider of terrestrial broadband service that is either:

i) offering a connection to the internet meeting the minimum service
threshold; or

i)  required, under the terms of the Federal Universal Service Fund or
other federal or state grant, to provide a connection to the internet at
speeds meeting the minimum service threshold within five years of
the effective date of the Broadband Accessibility Act.

b. & The applicant certifies that the project has received funds through other
federal universal service funding programs designed specifically to
encourage broadband deployment in an area without broadband access
in an amount not exceeding fifty percent of the total project cost, and
that any award of state funds shall only be utilized to either:

i) fund project components that extend beyond the specifications
supported by the federal funding, said eligible components being
extension of service to unserved rural areas not otherwise served by
the federally supported project, or

ii) ensure that areas being served by the federal funding at speeds less
than 25 megabits per second of download speed and three megabits
per second of upload speed will, in fact, receive faster speeds of not
less than 25 megabits per second of download speed and three
megabits per second of upload speed.

Certification

I the undersigned am authorized to obligate my entity and enter into agreements for my organization. |
understand that the above certifications do not guarantee funding and a grant agreement will be executed prior
to project funds being expended. | further understand that if the above statements cannot be verified, no grant
funds will be awarded under this program. Finally, to the best of my knowledge the above certifications are true
and correct.

Signature of Applicant: p/yﬂj P //,Qp,/f)——z,m Date: 10/23/2018

Title of Applicant: Paul E. Brown Sr.  /President

For more information regarding the Alabama Broadband Accessibility Fund, please send questions to
Maureen Neighbors at broadband.fund@adeca.alabama.gov, or call (334) 242-5292 between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
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Attachment A-1
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Description of Area Served

The proposed service area includes the incorporated towns of Gilbertown and Toxey as well as
surrounding unincorporated area in Choctaw County, Alabama. As of 2010, Gilbertown had a
population of 215 and Toxey had a population of 137. The unincorporated area includes the
communities of Melvin, Barrytown, and Wimberly.

The service area includes 1,427 premises passed. Currently, 667 households and businesses are
existing customers. Out of the 1,427 premises, there are 71 businesses including 3 Schools, 3
hospitals/health centers/clinics, 2 police station, and 4 fire station.

The project area does not include any incorporated areas over 5,000 people and Choctaw County
is not part of a metropolitan or micropolitan statistical area. The service area is considered 100%
rural.



Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Community Anchor Organizations

Library

Schools

College

Choctaw County Public Library
251 College Street
Gilbertown, AL 36908-6908

South Choctaw Academy
5245 New Hope Road
Toxey, AL 36921

Southern Choctaw Elementary School
10935 AL-17
Gilbertown, AL 36908

Southern Choctaw High School
10941 AL-17
Gilbertown, AL 36908

Coastal Alabama Community College
251 College St
Gilbertown, AL 36908

Police Departments

Fire Stations

Gilbertown Police Department/City Hall

40 Front Street
Gilbertown, AL 36908

Toxey Police Department/City Hall
16100 AL-17
Toxey, AL 36921

Gilbertown Volunteer Fire Department
197 College St
Gilbertown, AL 36908

Attachment A-1a



Toxey Volunteer Fire Department
158 Broad Street
Toxey, AL 36921

New Hope Volunteer Fire Department
2887 New Hope Road
Needham, AL 36915

Pleasant Hill Volunteer Fire Department
6507 Pleasant Hill Road
Gilbertown, AL 36908

Hospitals

Gilbertown Family Medical Clinic
12731 Highway 17 S, Ste 3
Gilbertown, AL 36908

Legacy Hospice of the East
344 Franklin Ave
Gilbertown, Ave 36908

Kindred at Home
12731 AL-17
Gilbertown, AL 36908

Museum
Choctaw County Historical Museum
40 Melvin Road
Gilbertown, AL 36908
Emergency Service
Choctaw County Emergency Services

68 High Street
Gilbertown, AL 36908



Attachment A-2
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Discussion of the Technology to be Deployed

Fiber Network Technology:

This proposed technology to be deployed is a fiber-based Fiber to the Home (FTTH) Gigabit
Passive Optical Network (GPON). The fiber utilized will be single mode fiber optic cables
constructed utilizing buried USDA Rural Utilities Service (RUS) construction techniques. Fiber
optic cable provides the most reliable, highest-speed network capability that exists today.
Longevity of fiber optic cable is typically more than 30 years. The cable will be buried which
provides maximum protection from weather and vehicular/agricultural traffic.

The equipment strategy for the Choctaw County project is to deploy GPON FTTH solution using
the Adtran TA-5000 platform. This is a platform that Millry Telephone Company, Inc. (MTC)
utilizes today. GPON provides a 2.4Gbps/1.2Gbps GPON connection from the Optical Line
Terminal (OLT) through a 1:32 optical splitter to the serving remote Optical Network Terminal
(ONT) at their home. This bandwidth will easily handle the bandwidth needs for these customers.
GPON technology has been shown to meet bandwidth demands for customers even with multiple
Gigabit services due to usage patterns in a high-speed network environment.

However, if more bandwidth were to be required, MTC could easily reduce the quantity of
customers per PON or deploy larger NG-PON2 or XGS-PON 10Gb/s connections as needed using
the same fiber optic cable infrastructure. These would be customer-driven and demand-supported
upgrades that can leverage the FTTH infrastructure constructed by the grant.

Latency within the proposed Adtran FTTH equipment ranges from microseconds to around 3-5ms,
depending on location. The service area will be capable of offering a Gigabit and will not be
oversubscribed at all providing the minimum required offering of 25.0/3.0 per customer.



Millry Telephone Company, Inc.

Choctaw County Project I
Fast Fiber Internet Rates
Projected as of October 2018

Projected Rate Packages

Type of Account Download Upload Data Cap Monthly Sve

Residential 10 3 None $ 42.95
Residential 25 5 None $ 52.95
Residential 50 10 None $ 77.95
Residential 75 20 None $ 102.95
Residential 100 20 None $ 122.95
Business 10 3 None $ 57.95
Business 25 5 None $ 72.95
Business 50 10 None 3 102.95
Business 75 20 None $ 132.95
Business 100 20 None $ 157.95

Attachment A-3

The above stated rates are all standalone price listings. This product will likely be bundled with our voice services and long distance services.
If bundled, the customer may have a reduced rate for the Broadband Internet.

These charges and associated speeds are based on current planning and we intend to implement these when the services are activated for the customers.

However, we reserve the right to modify any of the above, based on competitive marketing and any other information that we become aware of

during the next year.

MTC expects to offer the rates stated above to subscribers in the areas with replacement fiber to the home. This is

significantly more bandwidth at less costs than our current DSL offering today. We believe this is supported based on current market pricing
and based on the fact that maintenance should be less expensive in a fiber to the home network compared to a DSL copper based network

system.



Attachment A-4
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Preliminary Technical Evaluation by Certified Engineer

Existing Network — Detailed Description:

MTC was founded in 1941 with about 80 telephone subscribers. Internet Service was provided
starting in 1997. Today, MTC employs 30 people and serves approximately 4,800 subscribers in
Choctaw and Washington counties.

The existing network has been constructed using RUS standard construction practices. MTC
currently has 68 remote concentrators (Adtran TA-5000, AFC, and Adtran 508’s) positioned
throughout its network, which are served as fiber to the node (FTTN) connected to 7 Central
Offices with Adtran TA-5000’s. Customers in the serving area are utilizing the existing copper
plant. The existing remotes utilize ADSL2+ technology in the remotes to provide slower speed
DSL services.

Each serving remote has been constructed with carrier grade DC power plants and batteries with
at least 8 hours of backup in the event of a long-term power outage. All sites are monitored by
remote alarm systems and alarms are responded to by on-call personnel. If the commercial power
were to be affected for an even longer period, MTC has fixed or portable generators to provide
longer term backup power.

MTC has core internet routers at its Millry Central Office with 2.5Gb/s Internet backhaul peering
connections to Uniti Fiber and C-Spire Wholesale, to ensure redundancy and provide adequate
bandwidth to our broadband customers. This network facilitates excellent response times across
the network with minimal latency. The existing backhaul connections have sufficient capacity
currently but plans to upgrade to 10.0Gb/s Internet backhaul will likely be necessary in 2019 and
this upgrade will be completed prior to the FTTH upgrades. The proposed 10Gb/s redundant
connections will be sufficient for broadband services including the FTTH customer connections.

Proposed Network — Detailed Description:

The proposed plan is to connect to the existing network at MTC’s existing Gilbertown Central
Office in Gilbertown. An Optical Line Terminal (OLT) will be installed in this existing Adtran
TAS5000. From this location existing fiber will be utilized as feeder fiber to four (4) remote Fiber
Distribution Hubs (FDHs). From the FDHs and OLT site, customers will be connected to the
Millry Internet Access Service Connection Point in Millry, AL.

This proposed design will deploy single mode fiber optic cables constructed utilizing RUS
standard construction techniques. All fiber will be buried and placed in existing previously



disturbed public rights-of-way. Consistent with RUS construction practices, all the buried fiber
will be placed at a minimum depth of 36 inches unless other depths are required by the affected
highway, railroad, municipalities or other authorities.

The two methods of buried construction that will be utilized are predominately plowing with
directional boring utilized when road or stream or other types of crossings are required. Directional
boring will also be utilized when it is not possible to plow or boring is more feasible construction.
Along the buried fiber route, flush-mounted handholes or pedestals will be deployed with the
proposed fiber being accessible at each location. This will allow for easy access to the network
for future connections or expansions. The project in the service area will be an extension of the
existing network utilizing the FTTH network design described here.

The equipment strategy for the Choctaw County project is to deploy GPON FTTH solution using
the Adtran TA-5000 platform. This is a platform that MTC utilizes today. Customers connected
to broadband service in this area will have a 2.4Gbps/1.2Gbps GPON connection from the ONT
at their home through a 1:32 optical splitter to the serving remote OLT. Customer locations will
be served via an Adtran ONT. This bandwidth will easily handle most bandwidth needs for these
customers. However, if more bandwidth were to be required, MTC could easily deploy larger NG-
PON2 or XGS-PON 10Gb/s connections as needed using the same fiber optic cable infrastructure.

Latency within the proposed Adtran FTTH equipment ranges from around 3-5ms (microseconds),
depending on location. The service area will be capable of offering a Gigabit and will not be
oversubscribed at all providing the minimum required offering of 25.0/3.0 per customer. All
systems will maintain a redundant failover to maintain a high state of system availability.



Project Budget

Following is the project budget from Schedule B-1:

Millry Telephone Company, Inc. Attachment B-1
Choctaw County Project I
Project Budget Summary

Total Costs Unit Qty  |Unit Cost Total Grant Other Funding | Description
Outside Plant Mainline Fiber Mileage 104.5| § 30.617.61 | $  3,199.540.25 | §  639.908.05 | §  2,559,632.20 |Mainline Fiber Construction Along Roads
Outside Plant Drop Mileage 47.35( § 6,701.16 | S 31729993 |8  63.459.99 | § 253,839.94 |Drop Construction between Maintine & Customer Premise
Electronic FTTH OLT Equipment 11§  138,678.21 | S 138,678.21 | 8 27,735.64 | § 110,942.57 |OLT equipment to connect customers
Electronic FTTH ONT Equipment-Bus 7S 1,070.74 | § 76,022.54 [ S 15,204.51 |8 60.818.03 |ONT equipment installed at the customer premise
Electronic FTTH ONT Equipment-Res 596/ $ 380.10 [§  226.539.60 | § 4530792 (S 181,231.68 |ONT equipment installed at the customer premise
Engineering 11§ 500,000.00 [ $  500,000.00 | $§ 100,000.00 | 400.000.00 |Includes Staking, ROW, Contractor Negotiation, Cut Sheets and Testing
ONT Installation 667/ $ 35000 S  233.450.00 | S  46,690.00 | § 186,760.00 |ONT installation, home drop splicing, in-home wiring and cutover.
Total Costs: | S 4,691,530.52 | §  938,306.10 [ §  3,753.224.42
Grand Totali| $  4.691,530.52 [ §  938,306.10 [ §  3,753,224.42
Percentages: 20% 80%

Project Schedule & Timeline

The project schedule is planned to be completed well within the 2-year timeframe. The
engineering has been completed for the project and it has been bid out to qualified contractors.
The winning contractor will order materials along with MTC. Construction will commence on the
mainline followed by customer drops. After marketing and scheduling of customer turn-ups,
customers will be cutover to the new FTTH network and higher-speed broadband services. The
following timeline shows the order of activities for the project:

Construction Buildout and Timeline

Project Objectives and Activities Year1-2019 Year 2- 2020 Year 3-2021
Entity
QrifqQtr2{Qr3|Qtr4|Qtr1| Qtr2 | Qtr3 | Qtr4 | Qtr1 | Qtr2
Award Notification by January 22, 2019 ADECA X
Staking & Engineering Design Palmetto Engineering (PEC) X X
Bid & Execute Contact with Contractor Palmetto Engineering(PEC) X X
Qrder Materials Contractor/Millry X X
Construct Mainline Fiber Contractor/PEC X X X
Installation of FDH Cabinets Contractor/PEC X X
Construct Customer Drops Contractor/PEC X X X
Fiber Testing Contractor/PEC X X
Marketing Campaign/Scheduling Millry X X X
Installation of ONT's & Cutover Communication Technical Services X X X




Attachment A-4
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Proposed Project Area

The following page is a PDF snapshot of a section of the shape file.
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Attachment A-4
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Unserved Areas within the Broadband Map

Attached is the Project Area within an Alabama map with the Legend depicting Broadband
Providers WGS1984. This legend displays a geographic area where there is a provider for
10Mbps/1Mbps speed tier or greater. This map clearly shows no coverage within the Construction
Grant Area that is 10 Mbps or higher. MTC provides broadband speed data to the FCC within
Form 477 and the HUBB reporting tool, and currently no locations within the Project Construction
Area has access to 10Mbps/1Mbps speed tier or greater as provided by MTC or any other terrestrial
carrier.
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Professional Engineer Certification

I the undersigned, certify that the proposed project will work as described in the foregoing
Preliminary Technical Evaluation, and can deliver the proposed services outlined in the
Application to all premises in the proposed service area(s). The project cost estimate and
schedule are typical and customary for the proposed service area(s). Moreover, the proposed
system can meet the proposed timeline and major project milestones and can be completed
within two years.

Y —
o/t ) 16> ( == i C&\
’/ /

(Date) (Certifying Engirér’s Signature)

George H, Wyatt, Jr.

Name (Printed)

President & Chief Executive Officer

Title
Imetto Engineeri onsultin

Company

Registration Number: __30328 State of Registration: _AL _




Attachment A-5
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Operators’ Technical and Managerial Capabilities

The Company has built a strong team of employees who have been with MTC for many years and
are deeply familiar with the local market and products. The management team has an average
tenure of more than 30 years and developed MTC into a strong double-play service provider. The
team also was instrumental in attracting the Company’s key customers, and actively supports the
local community. MTC’s management team and staff possess the technical expertise and market
knowledge to capitalize on the growth opportunities available to the Company.

MTC is a community-rooted organization driven by its core values and local focus. The majority
of the Company’s employees are residents of the area and participate in numerous civic activities,
which reinforces MTC’s sense of responsibility towards its customers. In more than 77 years of
operation, the Company has developed a strong reputation for personalized, reliable service that
has generated significant loyalty among its customers.

Specific information about each manager is provided below and due to advance planning and
proposed timelines for this specific project the time allotment of two years for service installation
to customers will be met likely months in advance of the requirement.

MTC is managed by the following three individuals:

Paul E. Brown, Sr. — President

Paul Brown is currently an employee and a shareholder. He is actively involved in the operations
and engineering of MTC. At age fifteen, Paul Brown was the youngest person ever to complete
training at the Stromberg-Carlson training school in Rochester, NY. After graduating high school,
Paul attended radio school and obtained an FCC Radio License and thereafter, began his full-time
work with the company. Paul has also attended a Nortel Digital Switch Technical School. Paul
has successfully directed MTC through the step by step change to digital switches, implementation
of in-house billing and integration of fiber optics for transport. In 1992, Paul was instrumental in
the organization of Southeastern Cellular, the company’s first venture into the cellular arena. His
knowledge and expertise in the telecommunications industry enabled his central office staff to
maintain Southeastern’s cell sites covering an eleven-county area in south and central Alabama.
Paul has also been actively involved with the implementation of Millry Communications Long
Distance Service and Internet Access.

Paul was an employee and Manager when the total service area was constructed with underground
copper to replace the above ground on Power Poles copper system after a major hurricane in 1981.
This was a construction project funded by loan funds from the USDA (Rural Utilities Services).
His insight and dedication to the company have contributed to the company’s success in providing
state of the art technology through the years.



Paul E. Brown, Jr. (Gene) - Vice President and General Manager
B.S. Business Administration 1999
The University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL

Career History

General Manager/Vice President, Millry Communications 2017 - Current

Responsible for planning, review, and approval all Capital Expenditures and Projects
e Oversees all operational aspects of company

e Manages and oversees Ethernet, DSL, and transport networks

e Manages all IT systems and infrastructure

Director of Engineering, Millry Communications 2004 - 2017
e Planned and engineered the internet access and Ethernet CLEC service business
throughout the ILEC service territory and the CLEC service area
e Reviewed and approved all hardware and software used throughout company operations,
including the Metaswitch installation
e Day-to-day oversight of Central Office operations
e Systems Administrator for all Linux and Windows Servers

e Installed and maintained linux servers (Radius, syslog, email, web, etc..) using Python,
TCL, PHP

Prior to 2004, Gene worked as a Central Office Technician, and an Outside Plant Employee. He
also provided services to Southeastern Cellular as a Maintenance Technician for the wireless
radio equipment.

Annice H Jordan, CPA - Vice President and CFO
B.S.B.A. Accounting 1981

The University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS

Career History
Chief Financial Officer, Millry Telephone Co., Inc. 2001 - Current

e Responsible for all budgets, audits, regulatory filing, compliance filing, rates and tariffs,
loan funding and compliance, capital expenditures planning, marketing and rates, and tax
planning.

o Work directly with the General Manager on implementation of all business changes and
decisions involving operations and finance.

e [Engaged and contracted with Palmetto Engineering on the design and planning for this
project as well as being the Company contact for this project.



Chief Financial Officer, Digiph Pcs, Inc. 1997-2001
Digiph Pcs, Inc. was owned by Millry Telephone Co., Inc. and Gulf Telephone Company in
Baldwin County, AL. This was a start up company so all construction of the Wireless
Communications company was completed in 1997 and 1998.

Worked with the President and Engineer on all aspects of the construction and turn up of
services in Alabama, Mississippi and Florida.

Joint direct responsibility for Refinancing and Reorganization of debt and equity within
five months of employment.

Decision and Implementation for Billing Platform, Point of Sale System, and all other
peripheral products required to launch a start up wireless operation.

Established and designed all operations policy and procedures.

Responsible for annual financial statement Audit and all loan compliance.

Directly managed five employees and indirect management of forty employees.

Accounting Manager, Millry Telephone Co., Inc & Millry Corporation ~ 1991-1997

Set up and managed all accounting systems for Southeastern Cellular, a partnership that
was managed by Millry Corporation from 1991 through 1994. Responsible for all
financial statement reporting and participated in all Partnership Board Meetings.

Joint direct responsibility for Fiber Capital Project with new financing for Millry
Telephone Company. Presented the project to the Alabama Public Service Commission
and obtained approval.

Managed all accounting systems for Millry Telephone Company from 1995 through
1997. Responsible for all financial statement reporting.

Brought in house to Millry Telephone Company and managed, the Separations Study as
required by the Federal Communications Commission, for cost reimbursement for a
regulated entity.

Designed and developed the original business plan used for valuation and bidding on
Personal Communication Licenses auctioned by the FCC. Arthur Anderson LLP audited
this business plan during the auction process. Also, an updated version of this business
plan was utilized for the initial debt/equity-financing package from Siemens for Digiph
PCS, Inc.

Responsible for bidding and bidding strategy in the PCS C Block Entrepreneurial
Auction in 1996, licenses obtained and held by Digiph.

Prior to 1991, Annice provided accounting, audit, and taxation services in a public accounting
firm for six years.
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Section BDO — BURIED PLANT FIBER OPTIC HOUSING ASSEMBLY UNITS

Unit Price Extended Price
No. of Labor Labor
Unit Units Labor Materials and Materials and Materials
BDO3 * 5791 $ 165.00 | $ 23044 | $ 39544 | $ 228,959.76
BDO4 * 116] $ 170.00 | $ 261.01|$ 43101 ]$ 49,997.16
BDO5 * 116] $ 175.00 | $ 284.94 | $ 45994 | $ 53,353.04
Section BDS — SERVING AREA INTERFACE CABINET (SAIC)
ASSEMBLY UNITS
Unit Price Extended Price
No. of Labor Labor
Unit Units Labor Materials and Materials and Materials
BDSO(24)(288)(0) 41 $ 1,000.00 | $ 7,566.10 | $ 8,566.10 | $ 34,264.40
Section BFO — BURIED FILLED FIBER OPTIC CABLE ASSEMBLY UNITS
Unit Price Extended Price
No. of Labor Labor
Unit Units Labor Materials and Materials and Materials
BFO 12 123,844] $ 165 1% 0251% 190 | $ 235,303.60
BFO 12D 4,878} $ 0.50 | $ 0251$% 0751% 3,658.50
BFO 24 129,048] $ 1.65 | $ 0309 1951% 251,643.60
BFO 48 119,542] $ 1.65|9% 0391]$ 2.04 1% 243,865.68
BFO 72 41,054| $ 1.65 9% 0521% 21719 89,087.18
BFO 96 56,198| $ 1.6518% 0.68]$% 2331% 130,941.34
BFOR 144 51,546] $ 1.651% 0971°% 2621$ 135,050.52
BFOR 144D 700] $ 050 | $ 0971% 147183 1,029.00
BFOR 288 30,838] $ 1.6519% 1.83 1% 348 1% 107,316.24
BFOR 288D 7,678] $ 050 | $ 183 1% 23318 17,889.74
Section BH — BURIED HANDHOLE ASSEMBLY UNITS
Unit Price Extended Price
No. of Labor Labor
Unit Units Labor Materials and Materials and Materials
BHF(24x36x30)* 201 $ 350.00 | $ 81463 | % 1,164.63 | $ 23,292.60
BHF(30x48x30)* 51% 400.00 | $ 1,131.10 | $ 1,531.10 | $ 7,655.50

$

$

$

$

Support 1

332,309.96

34,264.40

1,215,785.40

30,948.10



Section BM - MISCELLANEOUS ASSEMBLY UNITS -

BURIED PLANT AND SERVICE ENTRANCE INSTALLATIONS

Unit Price Extended Price
No. of Labor Labor

Unit Units Labor Materials and Materials and Materials
BM2(5/8)(8) 557| $ 25.00 | $ 2298 | $ 4798 | $ 26,724.86
BMS53F * 361] $ 25.00 | $ 26.11 | $ 51.11 | $ 18,450.71
BM60(1.25”)DP 113,654] $ 6.50 | $ 0.401|$% 690 1% 784,212.60
BM60(2)(1.25")DP 9,398] 6.50 | $ 0.80 | $ 7.30 | $ 68,605.40
BM61(2”) 30,000] $ 6.50 | § 0811]% 731198 219,300.00
BM71 * 1,000] $ 10.00 | $ - |3 10.00 | $ 10,000.00
BM72 ¥ 2001 $ 10.00 | $ 8.00 1% 18.00 | $ 3,600.00
BM73 * 200] $ 10.00 | $ 9.00|$ 19.00 | § 3,800.00
BM(TRAY)  * 250] $ 20.00 | $ 1499 | § 3499 | § 8,747.50

Section HO — FIBER OPTIC SPLICING ASSEMBLY UNITS

Unit Price Extended Price
No. of Labor Labor

Unit Units Labor Materials and Materials and Materials
HO-1 14,430] $ 26.66 | $ 0251$% 2691 | $ 388,311.30
HO-1P 7301 $ 1333 | § 02519 13.58 | $ 9,913.40
HO-1T 1,885] $ 933 | $ 0251% 958 |$% 18,058.30
HO-1TF 100] $ 1333 | $ 0251% 13.58 | $ 1,358.00

Section HU - UNDERGROUND SPLICE CLOSURE ASSEMBLY UNITS
Unit Price Extended Price
No. of Labor Labor

Unit Units Labor Materials and Materials and Materials
HUO(12)(2) * 51% 100.00 | $ 149.08 | $ 249.08 | $ 1,245.40
HUO(24)(2) * 5% 100.00 | $ 149.08 | $ 249.08 | $ 1,245.40
HUO(24)(3) * 51% 100.00 | $ 150.50 | $ 250.50 1 $ 1,252.50
HUO(48)(2) * 518% 100.00 | $ 164.21 | $ 264.21 | $ 1,321.05
HUO(48)(3) * 5% 100.00 | $ 165.64 | $ 265.64 | $ 1,328.20
HUO(72)(2) * 5| % 106.66 | $ 179.35 | $ 286.01 | $ 1,430.05
HUO(96)(2) * 5% 106.66 | $ 194.49 | $ 301.151 % 1,505.75
HUO(96)(3) * 5% 106.66 | $ 19591 | $ 302.57 1 $ 1,512.85
HUO(144)(2)* 518 106.66 | $ 480.70 | $ 587.36 | $ 2.,936.80
HUO(144)(3)* 51% 106.66 | $ 48570 | $ 59236 1% 2.961.80
HUO(288)(2)* 518 133.33 1 $ 854.70 | $ 988.03 | § 4,940.15
HUO(288)(3)* 518 133.33 1% 548.70 | $ 682.03 1% 3,410.15
HUO(TRAY) * 11 $ 1333 | $ 46.64 | $ 5997 193 59.97

TOTAL

Support 1 continued

$  1,143,441.07

$ 417,641.00

$ 25,150.07

$ 3,199,540.00



Section SEB - FIBER OPTIC DROP PRICING

SERVICE ENTRY ASSEMBLY UNITS

Support 2

Unit Price Extended Price
No. of Labor Labor

Unit Units Labor Materials and Materials and Materials
SEB02 250,000 $ 0.92 0.12 1.041% 260,000.00
SEB02(36") 5,000 | $ 1.50 0.12 1.62|$ 8,100.00
SEB02(48") 5,000 | $ 1.75 0.12 1.871% 9,350.00
SEB02(B) 5,000 | $ 6.00 0.40 64019 32,000.00
SEB02(D) 5,000 | $ 0.93 0.12 1.051% 5,250.00
SEB02(I) 5,000 | $ 0.40 0.12 0521% 2,600.00
Total, Section SE $ 317,300.00




Support 3

MODEL DESCRIPTION MFG P/N KGP ITEM# | PRICE EACH  |QTY | Total
TA-5000 ADTRAN 8 PORT OLT CARD 1187503F2 8800002509 $ 8,922.02 6[$ 53,532.12
TA-5000 ADTRAN GPON SFP 1442530G1 291573 $ 326.09 358 11,413.15
TA-5000 ADTRAN SCM CARD 1187010G2 232848 3 733.64 2|8 1,467.28
TA-5000 ADTRAN SM CARD 10G 1187025G2 223548 3 3,618.20 3|$  10,854.60
TA-5000 OSI 10G SFP 1442971G1 OSIP/N $ 1,520.10 3(§ 4,560.30
CLEARFIELD |CLEARFIELD FIBER SPLICE CABINET WALL MT 9894 225581 $ 692.47 5[§ 3,462.35
CLEARFIELD |CLEARFIELD FIBER SPLICE TRAY LOOSE TUBE 19339 $ 26.88 52| § 1,397.76
CLEARFIELD |CLEARFIELD PATCH/SPLICE CABINET 7' 14602-PATCH 8800004557 3 3,634.41 2($ 7,268.82
CLEARFIELD |CLEARFIELD 1/32 SPLITTER MODULE MRK-PES-CAZ-ZZZ $ 1,169.15 13§ 15,198.95
CLEARFIELD |CLEARFIELD PATCH PANEL 144 SM SC/APC EKR-144-C1A-100F $ 2,268.82 71$  15,881.74
CLEARFIELD |CLEARFIELD PATCH PANEL 144 SM SC/APC EKL-144-C1A-100F 3 2,268.82 2|3 4,537.64
CONTRACTOR FIBER SPLICING GBTN CO
FIBER ASSEMBLY SIMPLEX SC/APC 231477 § 10.71 | 850| § 9,103.50
TOTAL $ 138,678.21




Support 4

Business
MODEL |DESCRIPTION MFG P/N |(KGPITEM# | PRICEEACH |QTY | Total
TA-372 |ADTRAN 8 CH ONT SBU 1287722G1 285807| $ 969.75 711§  68,852.25
TA-372 |ADTRAN SBU OUTDOOR HOUSING 1187774G1 282923| $ 65.99 71| § 4,685.29
Power Supply for ONT $ 35.00 71| $ 2,485.00
TOTAL $ 1,070.74 $ 76,022.54
Residential
MODEL |DESCRIPTION MFG P/N KGP ITEM# | PRICE EACH QTY | Total
TA-351 |ADTRAN 2 CH ONT SFU 1287701G1 367745] $ 294.52 | 596|$§ 175,533.92
TA-350 |ADTRAN SFU OUTDOOR HSNG 1187770G1S 428504| $ 50.58 | 596] § 30,145.68
Power Supply for ONT $ 35.00 | 596|$ 20,860.00
TOTAL $ 380.10 $ 226,539.60




Attachment B-2a
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Project Budget

Sustain Service to the Project Area

MTC is the public utility operating the telephone company and providing internet services in the
project area. MTC’s local exchange area covers the southern one-third of Choctaw County of
Alabama and approximately three-fourths of Washington County. The area within Choctaw
County that is covered by the Project Budget that is proposed to be provided Fiber to the Home
internet access has inclusive 763 of Millry Telephone Company Inc. current customer voice
services. These services represent approximately 16% of our total company customer base and are
an important part of our local market area.

MTC intends to provide the same customers with voice services and internet access services that
we provide today. The customers will receive updated fiber to the home infrastructure and
technology and higher bandwidth options that are not possible today. The company is profitable,
and management’s intention is to continue making good prudent business decisions that are well
planned and will ensure that services will be provided many years into the future. We believe that
a replacement of the copper plant with a Fiber to the Home network is such a decision.



Attachment B-2b
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Project Budget

Provide adequate project financing

MTC has been in business since 1941, seventy-seven years of continuous operation. The company
has been owned by members of one family since the creation of the entity in 1941 through today.
A balance sheet from June 2018 has been provided that reflects the cash position of the company
to be in excess of four million dollars. MTC has conserved and retained cash in an effort to build
a sufficient balance to self-fund this initial fiber to the home project. MTC also has a one million
dollar line of credit outstanding with CoBank that is ready to be drawn as a resource at any point
in time that it is required that can be used for operations or capital expenditures. These combined
amounts will exceed five million dollars which will be in excess of the Project Budget.

A CoBank Loan Statement has been provided as a resource to support the evidence of the line of
credit immediate availability. MTC is prepared to self-fund this initial area of our local exchange
area, with an expectation that the Alabama Broadband Grant would provide a partial payment to
defer a portion of the costs after the work is completed.

After this initial project MTC plans to seek RUS loan or grant programs for continuing its efforts
toward accomplishing fiber to the home services in other geographical areas of our local exchange
area.
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Customer Billing Statement

“»\ ! O BA N K Customer Number 15011445
= Statement Date 06/29/2018
Payment Due Date 07/20/2018

6340 S. Fiddlers Green Circle Page 20f5

Greenwood Village, CO 80111

FACILITY BILLING DETAIL Amounts in USD

AGREEMENT RX1438 TERM

FACILITY 01 0000294902

Facility Information

0115011445MA1TICKLER____A220180720USDPB15011445

Type TERM REVOLVER
Expiration Date 11/08/2024
Currency usD
Facility Amount 1,000,000.00
Facility Used 0.00
Fees Due
Fee Description From To Current Due Past Due Total Due
01 COMMITMENT FEES 04/01/2018 07/01/2018 947.92 0.00 947.92
LOAN BILLING DETAIL Amounts in USD
o
§ AGREEMENT RX1438 TERM FACILITY 01 0000294918 LOAN 01 003009103
o
o
= Loan Information
o
§ Effective Date 11/08/2016
o Maturity Date 11/08/2024
g Interest Rate Maturity Date
S Currency uUsD
'.‘o’ Principal Balance 1,520,161.30
3
7 Balances Due
)
w Balance Description From To Current Due Past Due Total Due
b INT INTEREST OWING 04/01/2018 07/01/2018 19,235.41 0.00 19,235.41
& PRIN1 PRINCIPAL 04/20/2018  07/20/2018 58,467.74 0.00 58,467.74
o
(o]
c—',; AGREEMENT RX1438 TERM  FACILITY 01 0000294918 LOAN 01 003015484
2
Loan Information
Effective Date 12/09/2016
Maturity Date 12/08/2021
Interest Rate Maturity Date 12/08/2021
Currency usD
Principal Balance 1,625,000.00
Balances Due
Balance Description From To Current Due Past Due Total Due
INT INTEREST OWING 04/01/2018 07/01/2018 20,827.35 0.00 20,827.35
PRIN1 PRINCIPAL 04/20/2018  07/20/2018 62,500.00 0.00 62,500.00



Attachment B-3
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Partners & Subcontractors

A discussion of the partners & subcontractors
MTC will utilize several contractors to complete the project in the service area:

1. Palmetto Engineering & Consulting will provide engineering services to design, stake, bid,
manage construction, inspect, and test the network.

2. Construction of the fiber network has been bid out to contractors who are capable and
qualified to construct in the service area to obtain the best pricing for construction.

3. Communications Technical Services will provide installation and cutover services for the
customers to the new FTTH network.

The remaining marketing, billing, and service delivery will all be provided by MTC’s existing
systems and employees. Since the network will upgrade service to customers in MTC’s existing
service area, no additional employees will be required after construction and cutover of the FTTH
network.



Attachment B-4

Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Discussion of any Federal Funds

As an incumbent local exchange carrier serving portions of Washington County and Choctaw
County since 1941, MTC receives federal high cost universal service funding. High cost support
allows eligible telecommunications carriers serving consumers in rural areas to recover some of
their costs of providing service in order to ensure that those consumers have access to modern
communications capable of providing voice and broadband services at rates that are reasonably
comparable to those in urban areas.

On January 5, 2017, MTC elected to receive Connect America Fund-Alternative Connect
America Cost Model (CAF-ACAM) support in lieu of traditional high cost support, in order to
serve customers who desire to obtain broadband services. CAF-ACAM funding also replaced
the current Universal Service Funding for voice and other regulated services excluding
broadband, therefore a portion of this funding continues to support operations and capital
expenditures for these voice and other services. Under CAF-ACAM, rate-of-return carriers such
as MTC receive fixed, model-based support for a 10-year term in exchange for extending
broadband service to a pre-determined number of eligible locations/households, selected by the
carrier. CAF-ACAM funding was prioritized to those carriers that had deployed 10 Mbps
downstream/1 Mbps upstream broadband to less than 90% of the eligible locations in their study
area(s) in the state. In May 2018, MTC accepted a revised offer of CAF-ACAM funding.

Carriers receiving CAF-ACAM support are subject to defined interim and final deployment
obligations that must be met over the 10-year period, with annual reporting requirements, based
on the carrier’s submitted study area boundaries, land area, and Census housing unit data. Under
CAF-ACAM, by December 31, 2026, MTC will be required to offer 25 Mbps downstream/3
Mbps upstream (25/3 Mbps) to 2,414 locations/households, 10 Mbps downstream/l1 Mbps
upstream (10/1 Mbps) to 2,415 locations/households, and 4 Mbps downstream/1 Mbps upstream
(4/1 Mbps) to 69 locations/households, with 208 locations/households subject to a “reasonable
request” standard. All such locations/households with costs above $52.50 per location will be
funded under CAF-ACAM up to a cap of $146.10 per location. By comparison, the MTC total
local exchange carrier service area encompasses approximately 9,358 locations/households.

Recipients of CAF-ACAM model-based support must complete interim broadband deployment
at speeds of at least 10/1 Mbps, with a minimum usage allowance of 150 GB per month, to 40%
of fully funded locations (where the average cost per location is above the funding benchmark
and at or below the funding cap) by the end of 2020, to 50% of fully funded locations by the end
of 2021 , to 60% of fully funded locations by the end of 2022, to 70% of fully funded locations



by the end of 2023, to 80% of fully funded locations by the end of 2024, to 90% of fully funded
locations by the end of 2025, and to 100% of fully funded locations by the end of 2026. These
interim year over year requirements relate only to the speed tier of 10/1 Mbps.

In summary, under the terms of its CAF-ACAM funding, MTC is required to provide speeds of
25/3 Mbps to only 2,414 out of 9,358 locations/households within its local exchange service
area. The locations/households to which MTC is seeking to provide 25/3 Mbps service under
this grant within the next two years are outside of those 2,414 locations, and under CAF-ACAM,
only 38% of those within such locations/households within the Grant Requested Area would
otherwise receive 10/1 Mbps by the end of 2026.

Accordingly, receipt of the grant will allow MTC to both:

(a) Extend broadband connectivity to unserved areas within the service area not required to
be served under CAF-ACAM, by extending broadband service availability to 61.5% of
1,427 locations prior to the year 2021; and

(b) ensure that areas being served by the federal funding at speeds less than 25 Mbps of
download speed and 3 Mbps of upload speed will, in fact, receive faster speeds of not less
than 25 Mbps of download speed and 3 Mbps of upload speed.

As shown, MTC’s request for state grant funding for the extension and enhancement of
broadband service to a portion of its service area in Choctaw County meets the requirements and
promotes the objectives of the Alabama Broadband Accessibility Act. The proposed grant area
in Choctaw County clearly meets the definition of an “unserved area” under the Act. A portion
of the census blocks in Choctaw County proposed to be served with state funds are funded
through CAF-ACAM; however, other census blocks in the proposed service area receive no
federal funding whatsoever. Funding provided by CAF-ACAM constitutes a mere 12.76 % of
the total projected cost of $4,691,530.52 for this project, which proposes to offer state of the art
fiber to the home (FTTH) at minimum speeds of 25/3 Mbps to currently unserved areas of
Choctaw County by 2021. By contrast, under CAF-ACAM, MTC’s deployment obligation for
those same areas is for 10/1 Mbps by 2026.



Attachment C-1
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Other Program Priorities

Does this project seek to leverage grant funds through private investment?

This project is being self-financed from company funds and a one million dollar CoBank
borrowing line of credit. This will ensure that sufficient capital is available to start, construct, and
complete the project through to its entirety. The funds held by the company are evidenced by a
balance sheet provided in Attachment B-2 (a) and (b). MTC is owned by a holding company,
Millry Corporation. Millry Corporation and MTC are both Alabama corporations. This holding
company is owned by Paul E. Brown Sr. Management Trust and The GST Irrevocable Family
Trust for benefit of Paul E. Brown Jr. The trustees and beneficiaries of these trusts are Paul E.
Brown Sr. and Paul E. Brown Jr. Each of these individuals have lived their entire lives in Millry,
AL and are committed to this company and its continued success. They have decided to forego
dividends and distributions from the company to commit and enable the company to start this
project with cash available. Management selected an area large enough that it could make this
commitment with the owner’s capital so the private investment is from the company and the
owner’s equity and profits previously earned up to the current date.



Attachment C-2
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Other Program Priorities

A description of the project area extension to Existing Network:

MTC has an existing copper voice/DSL network in the area that provides service in a Fiber to the
Node configuration. MTC will utilize the existing fiber that connects these DSL Node cabinets to
feed the FTTH fiber distribution hubs to connect directly to customers. MTC currently utilizes
Adtran TA-5000 and 508 DSLAMs to provide voice and DSL service. Millry also has AFC
cabinets to provide voice & DSL service.

The FTTH upgrades in the service area will replace the AFC equipment and utilize the existing
Adtran TA-5000 network. In addition, Millry has existing routers and Internet backhaul
connections that will be utilized for the FTTH services in the service area.



Attachment C-3
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Community Support

The following letters and petitions are from the residents and businesses located within the
project area.



To: ADECA Grant Committee

From: Randy McKee
2747 New Hope Rd
Needham, AL 36915

September 12, 2018
Re: Alabama Broadband Accessibility Act
Dear ADECA Grant Committee

I would like to begin by saying that | support the efforts of Millry Communications in their
planning to provide Fiber to the Home for residents of Choctaw County. In our local area there
is only one provider of wireline internet services. Millry Communications has provided their
services to my home personally for a number of years and I've always received reliable
services and quick response times to any issues I've had with my home wireline and internet.

| recently discussed the project with Millry Communications Management and have reviewed
the design area where construction will be completed. | think with today’s technology it is
extremely important for our local provider to offer services and speeds of internet access that
will ensure that internet access is comparable to other offerings in a more densely populated
area of Alabama. Having a School age child, and soon to be college student, the internet access
is critical to her being able to complete assignments online, research for papers and many
other uses with her educational requirements.

l, along with my family, are pleased that Millry Communications has chosen this part of
Choctaw County to construct and install “Fiber to the Home internet access.

ﬁrely,
Randy céee



Jouth Choctaw V/{am/eﬁ(zy/

5245 NEw HorPE RoaAD
P.O. Box 160
TOXEY, ALABAMA 3692|

TELEPHONE
(251) 843-2426

FAX
(251) 843-2088

MONTEIL ROBINSON
HEADMASTER

September 21, 2018
Re: Alabama Broadband Accessibility
Dear ADECA Committee:

We are happy to support the efforts of Miliry Communications in their pursuit to provide Fiber
to the Home for residents of Choctaw County. Although service from Millry Communications
has been a constant for us at South Choctaw Academy, a speedier internet can only improve

the services provided.

As more and more students opt for home school and other online services, the need for faster
internet is naturally in great demand. We are a very small school with an enroliment of less
than three hundred students. That means approximately one hundred and fifty students may
need to access the internet at any given time. As you can imagine, this can be a nightmare in
rural areas with limited internet access. Therefore, the Fiber to Home (and hopefully later for
businesses and schools) can only be an asset to our community!

We, at South Choctaw Academy, are excited for this opportunity for the residents of our
County, and are hopeful that in time, local schools and businesses may benefit from this service

as welll

Sincerely,

South Choctaw Academy and Faculty
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October 12, 2018

Kenneth Boswell, Director
Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affa1rs
Post Office Box 5690

Montgomery, Alabama 36103

Re:  Alabama BroadEand Accessibility Fund
Director Boswéll:

T am proud to support Millry Communications in their efforts to provide Fiber to the Home for
residents of Choctaw County. I have discussed the project with their management and reviewed
the design area where construction will be cbmpleted. As the Director of the Choctaw County
Public Library, I see firsthand how lack of internet access affects the residents of our rural
county. It is important for Millry Communications to be able to offer broadband services in our
area so that our residents can have the same opportunities as those in more densely populated
areas. Please carefully consider the application for Millry Communications and help bring
broadband to our rural county.

Sincerely,

6&1/@; 4 Hue

Emily Knowles
Director




Jarak B. Ocor,. I%D
674 .@M@ @w%A Road
Millyy AL 36558

September 27, 2018

Re: Alabama Broadband Accessibility Act

Dear ADECA Grant Committee:

Each year | visit schools within the geographic area Millry Communications provides Internet
services. | serve as a private consultant and a 21st Century external evaluator for these
schools. | witness the tremendous need for educational services for which students need
Internet access in order to be competitive nationwide. Many of the people in the area are poor,
and having access to streaming video, training programs, online tutoring, and other databases
for research is critical to their students’ successes. Millry Communications has been the sole
provider of these services for years, and they have done a phenomenal job of providing
assistance with networking and Internet connectivity.

However, each year the programs require more connectivity, greater volumes of informational
uploads and downloads, and fewer down times for service. Millry Communications needs the
ability to provide the Internet connectivity, speed, and memory loads that so many urban
children enjoy daily. | am a firm believer in equality as well as equity. As an evaluator of federal
grants (in education), | understand the importance of placing funding where it will be best used
and most ethically used. | have no reservations in confirming my support for Millry
Communications in their endeavors to procure funding for this most needful upgrade.

I whole heartedly support the efforts of Millry Communications to bring Fiber to the Home
(FTTH) in Choctaw County. Funding will be well spent, and educational institutions, industries,
and families will benefit by the successfully implementation of this project. | look forward to
hearing how Millry Communications is able to move forward with FTTH, and | solicit your
support in their grant efforts.

Sincerely,

Sarah B. Odom, PhD
sbodom@gmail.com



Croocraw County BoArDp oF EDUCATION

107 Tom Orr Drive « Butler, Alabama 36904
Dorothy Banks
Superintendent of Education
(205) 459-3031 « Fax (205)459-3037

Choctaw County

Board of Educati

oard of Rducation | (ctober 12, 2018

James Studdard
District 1

Isaac Johnson
District 2

MEMO

David Lewis
District 3 .
Re: Alabama Broadband Accessibility Act
Vivian Heartfield
District 4
Dear ADECA Grant Committee:
Randy Gibson
Member at Large
| am proud to support the efforts of Millry Communications in their planning to provide

Fiber to the Home for students of Southem Chactaw High and Southern Choctaw
Elementary School. Millry Communications is the single Wireline Provider of Internet
services to the homes of students in this area. Millry Communications has provided
reliable voice and Internet services and continues today to ensure they respond quickly
to any outages the schools have experienced.

I have discussed the project with their management. | strongly believe in the importance
of fiber based technology and the expansion of fiber connections in our area. Much of
the advantage of education technology lies in student access to information and
education tools outside of the classroom. It is extremely beneficial for Millry
Communications to offer services and speeds of intemet access that is comparable to an
offering in a more densely populated part of the state. Providing Fiber to the Home is
critical for preparing the nation’s students to compete in an increasingly global workforce.

'S'in\cerely,
' f 21 0 ontd r
(x//ﬁ'//,«iu&’k;}_ c;% Qnk, )

Dorothy Banks -
Superintendent of Education

“"Equipping and Inspiring all Learners to Reach their Highest Potential.”
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Choctaw County Chamber of
Commerce

Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs
ADECA Grant Committee

401 Adams Avenue

Montgomery, AL 36104

October 5™, 2018

Re: Millry Communications Grant Proposal
’

To Whom It May Concern::

I am pleased to write the following letter regarding my fullest support for Millry
Communications as they apply for assistance in their efforts to bring high-speed
broadband internet to rural Choctaw County.

Millry Communications has been a most reputable business in this community for
decades and they have an exemplary record in providing quality service to our
community. Without the efforts of Millry Communications, many of our citizens would
go without basic access to the Internet, which is vital to having a meaningful quality of
life in the 215t century. It is my hope that through application of this grant, that they will
be able to provide even more of our citizens this same opportunity.

I humbly ask for any assistance that ADECA could provide in these efforts. If I can be of
any further assistance, please, do not hesitate to call me at 205-459-3459 or email at
choctawchamber@tds.net.

Singerely, /
./] : g
/ //* A/é// !

cholas Harrell
Executive Director
Choctaw County Chamber of Commerce

305 South Mulberry Avenue

P.O. Box 180

Buder, Alabama 36904
www.choctawcountychamber.com

https://mail.millry.com/service/home/~/?auth=co&loc=en_US&id=63618&part=2
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CHOCTAW COUNTY COMMISSION

117 SOUTH MULBERRY AVENUE, SUITE 9
BUTLER, ALABAMA 36904
JUDGE MICHAEL W. ARMISTEAD, CHAIRMAN
JESSICA K. HARE, CLERK - TREASURER

COMMISSIONERS COMDMIISSIONERS
TONY L. CHERRY - DISTRICT 1 SAMMY G, BONNER, JR. - DISTRICT 3
~.D. BUDD RUFFIN - DISTRICT 2 MACK MOSLEY - DISTRICT 4
¢-D- BUDD RUFFIN - DIS September 27, 2018 !

Kenneth Boswell, Director

Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs
Post Office Box 5690

Montgomery, Alabama 36103

Re:  Alabama Broadband Accessibility Fund

Director Boswell:

Please accept this letter as my support for the Alabama Broadband Accessibility
Fund grant application filed by Millry Communications. As you know, Choctaw County
is a rural county that is underserved in the area of broadband accessibility. The efforts of
Millry Communications to obtain funding to bring broadband service to Choctaw
County is a major step to bringing a service to our area that will help in the areas of
communication, education, health care, economic development and will provide
countless other benefits to the citizens and businesses in Choctaw County. Please
carefully consider the application filed by Millry Communication and help in the effort
to bring broadband to Choctaw County.

Sincerely, QD

Michael W. Armistead,
Choctaw County Probate Judge,
County Commission Chairman



Resolution

WHEREAS, Millry Communications serves residents and businesses in the southern portion of
Choctaw County, Alabama; and

WHEREAS, Millry Communications has applied for a grant through ADECA and the
Alabama Broadband Accessibility Fund for funding in order to bring broadband to a portion of
Choctaw County, Alabama; and

WHEREAS, Choctaw County, Alabama is a rural county that is underserved in the area of
broadband service; and

WHEREAS, Broadband is a vital tool in improving education, health care, economic
development and various other areas in Choctaw County, Alabama; and

WHEREAS, the Choctaw County Commission understands the positive impact that having
quality broadband service can have on Choctaw County, Alabama;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Choctaw County Commission fully
supports the efforts of Millry Communications in their attempt to bring broadband service to
Choctaw County, Alabama and further encourages ADECA to grant the Grant Application

submitted by Millry Communications so rural broadband can be a reality in Choctaw County,
Alabama.

ADOPTED on this the 27" day of September, 2018.

Micha\eiW. Armistead, Probate Judge /L//
2 s ;)
Ty £/ULY, C

Tony L. Cherty, District 1 ({ C.D. “Budd” Ruffin, Digfri¢t 2

oy B A ot /%

Sammy Bon'ner, District 3 MackkMole/y, Di@‘ﬁ)\

§
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TOWN OF GILBERTOWN

Billy C. May, Mayor PO Box 152
mayorgilbertown@outlook.com 40 Front Street
Gary F. Clark, Town Clerk Gilbertown, AL 36908
clerkgilbertown@outlook.com

Dena M. Coody, Court Clerk Office: 251-843-2766
courtgilbertown®@outlook.com Fax:  251-843-2676

Dave Cunningham, Chief

chiefgilbertown@outlook.com

Town Council

Danny Brunner

Tim Holifield
Arthur McGee
Debbie Rentz
Mike Thorn

;r

ADECA Grani Comimittee

Dear Sirs:

This letter is in reference to a grant request from Millry Communication. As a long-time subscriber,
I support the efforts of Millry Communication in their planning to provide Fiber to the Home for
residents of Choctaw County. | have always received good service from them for both voice and
internet services. Millry Communication has always made every effort to provide uninterrupted

service to its customers.

I have discussed this project with their management and see the great benefits it will offer to this
area. |, my family, and the citizens of Gilbertown Alabama are very happy for the prospect of this

type technology to be offered in our rural area.

As Mayor of Gilbertown, | commend Millry Communication for their efforts to better serve all of us.

~

Sincerely,

/JS/ /ff Co }"//(i'//
BIIIyC May ‘

Mayor Gilbertown Alabama
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PETITION

Millry Communications is excited to provide notice to the residents of the south portion of Choctaw
County that in 2019 we expect to provide Fiber to the Home internet access service as a replacement to
the current plant in service. We are asking for your support as we apply for grants and loans that the
State of Alabama has specifically tailored toward Broadband service in rural areas of Alabama.

SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE #
/\JMJ J/mﬂ\v Shelia Johnsen 135 CRA Gl 2SI 143526
s e A /Nfd e L MrGree |3 (s L (oreve R4 ey far-3208
(/mm;k,q Soed™ An it S puant L8117 Huwy (7 Cotey A4 | 2Si-8¢3.3238

5Cuﬁ— J}')w-vb’/y /205¢ hllx/} /7 |25/ FB 23y

ST N

Cehe [ SR Lolde At 11 clmK A

) e Wiss Pa M W0135] 1142 Nsdlegy | 35} 492> 5727
(1. ,\JLZ;* [l PQNC{U Mcfwis | 3433 anrz’:hu Ec[ A5]-Q43~- 53¢

%)7[44/5/@) ))ﬂcﬂ%u /Vlc’fr’w‘ﬁ»f MNednng| a v 51433 194

—

D,v&cﬁ\r\vcm A2 e i}@\;\\\?}m 5504 QJO;ZY\C‘WK VARG 58-I 5 G
~ ey . | ‘”’t"[ !‘ {(’,C’/‘ R C“f?-,_f/“';'?_i ’:J{/;;fz
’(,Lfcc.z_mu, Q,J}w’z{)n N weyie JdalhmSoy [ n ] RE~GET-ZT K
G iz o2 Uq S
%ubﬁ _ Eﬁ%wxaz Roeth f o Ve s Z9J-2497
Lj )

horine y N | Kpninis Y Fotnesl| sl ek Bl (4 B93-S Lo
/7%1_/!/ O il BK ECoin 3172 23 J5/-76% oS5
Yo flikres | Faye Adans 5701 flosky fuitg L 995-41j70
o, Cuao Aasind  Cosubme ke~ 12512002417
M/\JM’S%DMM And C«mm/vm M 951 B¢ 3-5p00
Formno 82| Terterne Buy | 6 [bectiun /? 25 ) -R43 ~*2(;,.é5/
Conh A" | Cagpl Gny " | Cilbectous A |osl-98-44]




Colber fouk Upede

PETITION

Millry Communications is excited to provide notice to the residents of the south portion of Choctaw
County that in 2019 we expect to provide Fiber to the Home internet access service as a replacement to
the current plant in service. We are asking for your support as we apply for grants and loans that the

State of Alabama has specifically tailored toward Broadband service in rural areas of Alabama.
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PETITION

Millry Communications is excited to provide notice to the residents of the south portion of Choctaw
County that in 2019 we expect to provide Fiber to the Home internet access service as a replacement to
the current plant in service. We are asking for your support as we apply for grants and loans that the
State of Alabama has specifically tailored toward Broadband service in rural areas of Alabama.

l’ € 5"\ ¥y l/}r{

SA R4

2 G miin Sk

Ciodbertown AL 5038

SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE #
Y Jief 3 HY
L‘l TN LA V%L ] j’ Vil z{)aT i%(u/ oty 'f{b %‘ 2 1993572 |
/"t;’\\(/{\:i & Lr ’“«-J ub %bs RS Al {onn i 'vng- IL( qfﬁ/ }.’fl: } 3(‘:&&2’ 9\/ - %ffé*wz
N S N e tw EY 17 .
}}\KU\L‘\J -) g :)(\)]"U ]Jw\ Q“:a.\.--..\ 8. s e Lﬁvqlwf;)j/\—‘—ﬂr ftj{%u 47 74
~ 7 ) f\; i :., L l"'_;".":“ - é){'ﬂl 4 ot R
f"\ls,,.’(‘.{;,s\' / Nasll ¥ ;ﬁu { ( O néb— ;»7"? QJS "’2}4(2, %{,‘5 42 'nu.EC
TN PP VY N Y 3R (Jovtdin Co7 Sy
PN ot | e Caneds 2(3’% ¥ /Z/d///ﬁ FHS D8
3 - ; 1 &Gag o
'-'&\L:;; o AT Llwdeyued? [AFSEr ~ l be foon «}cgwf/ci’ 73387
(W TE '73’*/ (Idoel gronel @A B o
3 "—'. A ;L\:) o ”’1’: /z VAT Jﬁfl{/!ﬂ /L -%u‘?t’." D08 - A

Akl Lallfond

£ o \M;\ Naardal

BE MLy S
< f-r lher foa AL 3é56

:/%*\T"{ hx L\ (. &&[U \A

L’\k\\i i’\/\m‘\\\/\ (?k

ATL Faragpn @l

c-l "-;\ G‘ lb(’f’”c}[ww ﬂtJﬂ-ffﬁ "'i\

/W M@/f WAL

/17/& /L'Q/J/"L—c_/

de iy 17
/(Vt/ l’e _304:9‘,

q j‘L : ”g LP 5 —/-':Af’luf"é:i [l'fj,-[

i MEin st
Glppchoin, DL 2690

/- \’.')h'l“’/ Oroetan: AV Y95 -457C
Yh} "‘Z/L* 7 ?v d i f}‘(// / /) / ’/7 ”/‘*/5 / “"f‘ - Culiyy bowe. WL 3.G0R SYUI-S5L 0T

i

Je i Jr. St

245 C\ac\ R
~ | Glopving \\\ N1 BLC\OEJ

ST

///m & /,a(/ /\f) /5’ i Zﬁ‘ i

- Gabertoun \%& b(i%

L4 WD st

""L;Jm,g/f/

)Q 2 /L'[h(/

Lj’)*) Nwiyin Pl

Gilty chasin AL 36998

ﬂ/""‘/"//{]/. Im/h,i

",4[:"1:’) Fpe
RN

I NG S 3(
Qn\wﬁ SR Ral % 2408,

- : i lé;(. {
N

4
/’/’«/(/I /,'

5368 PMaorytown 2
o loe rhattx:\ﬁf\\l

e GU% |2

L_, il J/,/ ,/



PETITION

Millry Communications is excited to provide notice to the residents of the south portion of Choctaw
County that in 2019 we expect to provide Fiber to the Home internet access service as a replacement to
the current plant in service. We are asking for your support as we apply for grants and loans that the
State of Alabama has specifically tailored toward Broadband service in rural areas of Alabama.
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Attachment C-4
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Other Program Priorities

A description of serving the highest number of customers for the least cost:

The service area proposed by MTC serves an average of 13 locations/mile of plant. At this density,
FTTH is very cost feasible at approximately $3,300 per location/ household passed. The grant
construction area will provide access to all 1,427 locations/households using the lowest cost
technology that is widely deployed currently for the foreseeable future. This FTTH engineering
and design will provide service access to all residential locations, businesses, and community
anchor organizations.

The construction methods are typical for FTTH and avoid any overly expensive or unnecessary
construction costs. The FTTH plant provides a future path to increased speeds and longevity
decades into the future making it an excellent investment to provide broadband to the service area.



Attachment C-5
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Other Program Priorities

A description of the emphasis on highest broadband speeds:

MTC is proposing a complete FTTH network for the service area. This will avoid future
bandwidth limitations of copper, coaxial, and wireless networks. The FTTH network will be able
to provide Gigabit connections and can be upgraded to provide 10 Gigabit connections or more in
the future. The FTTH network is designed to last for decades and provide increasing bandwidth
as demanded and required by customers in the service area for decades to come.



Attachment C-6
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Broadband Enhancements to Hospitals

Will the project provide material broadband enhancements to hospitals located in rural
areas as defined in Section 22-21-20, Code of Alabama 1975?

Yes, there are locations within this geographical area to be constructed with FTTH [Business] that
will be passed and provided “access” that is not available currently. MTC does have limited
amounts of fiber plant currently, and each of the locations listed below could be provided high
speed broadband access today, if there was significant fiber construction back to an entrance
facility and even then, the services would require utilizing constrained fiber capacity that exists
today on our transport network. Therefore, due to the construction costs for a single customer and
reliability issues with attempting to utilize the limited strands of fiber back to our transport
network, this proposed construction will be a significant improvement compared to any/little
access that these customers currently have.

Hospitals as defined in Section 22-21-20, Code of AL 1975 within the proposed geographical area
that will receive “access” to a dedicated fiber connection at each specific location are listed below:

Gilbertown Family Medical Clinic

12731 Hwy 17 South, Suite 3

Gilbertown, AL 36908

A division of Choctaw General Hospital

Owned and affiliated with Rush Health Systems

Legacy Hospice of the East
344 Franklin Ave
Gilbertown, AL 36908

Kindred at Home
12731 AL 17
Gilbertown, AL 36908

Due to the excessive costs of healthcare in this country, in Alabama and in Choctaw County, the
usage of Telemedicine could soon become a primary condition to reduce and maintain healthcare
costs and if high speed Broadband is not available in an area, it could seriously impede upon the
ability of residents to obtain needed care in a timely manner.

Telemedicine would provide opportunities and tools to monitor and combat chronic illness
management, such as diabetes and heart related problems. In addition, Telemedicine could enable



residents with tools that could aid in the fight against the addiction epidemic that plagues every
town, community, and neighborhood.

Each of the locations listed will be provided access to the proposed fiber facilities when the
construction is completed in 2019 and will replace the customers current voice and DSL services
This fiber network would allow the customer to order a dedicated Ethernet circuit which could be
a connection to another facility or another hospital or another laboratory anywhere in the world.
Alternatively, the customer could also order a dedicated Ethernet circuit to be provided internet
access.

At the pace of technological changes in the healthcare world, service delivery to patients in a time
efficient and cost-efficient method will be a necessity to provide rural citizens state of the art
healthcare in the future. These locations will be enabled to have the access once this FTTH
[Business] is complete.



Attachment C-7
Millry Telephone Company, Inc.
Choctaw County Project I
Digital Literacy Training

MTC will support and assist the Choctaw County Public Library in offering digital literacy training
pursuant to state library and archive guidelines. Many rural homes do not have broadband for
internet access, and even after completion of this project, there will likely be residents that have
access but cannot financially purchase this broadband service. According to AL.com, these
families are driving several minutes to places with free internet, such as McDonald’s, to access
and work on their assignments from the parking lot. To the best of our knowledge and research,
we found no other local WIFI area or business with this service during the day or after hours. We
would like to offer support to our local library by assisting in the installation of a WIFI network
that is accessible outside of the library. Many people cannot visit the library during normal
business hours. This would enable local residents to have access to the internet from the parking
lot to complete homework, search/apply for jobs, or other personal use. This will hopefully save
our residents travel time and money by having a local WIFI access point.

In this day and time, digital literacy is essential. We are more reliant on technology now than ever
before. We use technology and the internet to access public services, pursue employment
opportunities, obtain an education, manage finances, operate businesses, and stay connected with
family and friends. The internet provides a world of knowledge at our fingertips; however, many
people lack the basic skills to operate a computer or even access the internet. Schools and colleges
are constantly updating their curricula and making course materials available online, and many
classrooms are equipped with tablets, computers, and smartboards. With this advanced technology
in the classrooms, most of today’s youth are considered digital literate. However, those who did
not grow up with this kind of technology or do not have access to the internet from home are far
behind. This is the case with many residents in our area.

MTC would like to help bridge this “digital divide by partnering with the Choctaw County Public
Library to start a digital literacy program in the community. This program will provide training
and encouragement to those with limited skills using different types of technology and the internet.
It will offer support to adults of all ages and enable them to use technology for their desired
purpose, whether it be to pursue higher education, search for a job, or stay connected to family
who live out of state.

With most companies requiring job applicants to complete job applications online, digital literacy
is crucial. Offering this type of training will contribute to the success of our residents and have a
positive economic impact on our community.



Our Vice President and Office Manager met with the Director of Choctaw County Public Library,
Emily Knowles, and the Campus Director of Coastal Alabama Community College, Sheila
Skelton, to discuss the implementation of the digital literacy program. The program is planned to
begin as soon as construction is complete and will take place on the Gilbertown campus of Coastal
Alabama Community College, where a branch of the Choctaw County Public Library is located.
We plan to utilize student volunteers selected by the college administrator to teach the classes and
serve as coaches to the participants. Our program will cover several topics and touch on different
levels of digital literacy. The modules include:

Basic Computer Usage

Computer Systems

Computer Desktop

Introduction to Computer Utilities
Electronic Files and Folders

Basic to Advanced Internet Skills

e Internet Overview

e Electronic Mail

o Internet Security and Family Safety

The above courses were sourced from the National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. (NECA)
training curriculum. NECA grants permission to its members and their community partners to use
these resources for non-commercial educational purposes such as community digital literacy
programs. We have obtained all proper copyright notices to use these materials.

Once our training dates are set, we plan to enlist the help of local churches and businesses to
advertise the classes and provide information for signing up. MTC also plans to advertise the
training on their monthly bills sent to customers. Our expectation is that these classes will be
taught on a schedule that includes both afternoon and night class times in order to accommodate
different schedules.

Our goals for the digital literacy training program are that the attendees will gain one or more of
the following:

* Improved ability to participate in the community because they will be more connected and
“in the know” about local events and activities

e Improved ability to utilize and apply online business resources

e Improved ability to utilize and apply information for employment

* Improved ability to further their education or skill set through training opportunities

e Improved ability to obtain information to help them make safe and informed decisions

e Improved general knowledge of technology and the internet



