“The Yellow Dot decal must be placed on the driver s side rear window of a vehicle. The decal alerts first
responders to check in the glove compartment for the corresponding Yellow Dot folder before administer-
ing emergency medical attention, which could save a life for someone unable to communicate.”

Expansion of Yellow Dot program
for accident response is suggested

BY ASHLEY BOOTHE
news@washcountynews.com

CHATOM — Washington Coun-
ty Commissioner Carl Simpson
suggested having permanent
enrollment sites in Chatom,
McIntosh and Millry, and having
county volunteer fire depart-
ments rotate a mobile site for
the Yellow Dot program.

Coordinator Lora Weaver of
the Northeast Alabama Traffic
Safety Office, who conducted a
free class about the life-saving
program at the Washington
County E911 building on Tues-
day, said Yellow Dot is designed
to give first responders at the
scene of an accident pertinent
information that will assist
them in treating injuries, con-
tacting family members and/or
alerting them to specific health
issues of an individual.

Once partners and enroll-
ment stations are confirmed,
there will be a training and
press conference to implement
the Yellow Dot program by the
end of the year.

Participants of the program
receive a Yellow Dot decal, a Yel-
low Dot folder and an informa-
tion form with the participant’s
name, an identifying photo,
emergency contact information,
personal physicians’ informa-
tion, medical conditions, recent
surgeries, allergies and medica-
tions being used.

“The Yellow Dot decal must
be placed on the driver’s side
rear window of a vehicle,”
Weaver explained. “The decal
alerts first responders to check
in the glove compartment for the
corresponding Yellow Dot folder

-
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Program coordinator Lora Weaver
of the Northeast Alabama Traffic
Safety Office explaining how the
Yellow Dot program saves lives
during a class held Tuesday at the
E911 building in Chatom.

before administering emer-
gency medical attention, which
could save a life for someone
unable to communicate.”

Weaver said the medical
information provided for the
program is never placed in a
database but remains with the
participants. She also added that
the program strives to protect
participants’ safety by not ask-
ing for anyone’s Social Security
number or birthday to prevent
identity theft.

Weaver said the Yellow Dot
program is for everyone, even

participants who do not have a
medical history.

“Participants do not have to
have medical problems to join
the program,” she said. “All ages
are eligible to participate.”

Up to two people can share a
Yellow Dot folder, but families
can receive more folders if they
have more than one vehicle or
need one for their children.

Extension agent Margaret B.
Odom said the extension system
has played a vital role in assist-
ing other counties to join the
program. She said Washington
County is one of the last seven
counties in Alabama to get on
board with the Yellow Dot pro-
gram.

Weaver said the folders, de-
cals and medical sheets for the
program are free to the county.
Once the county has decided
where the four enrollment sta-
tions will be, the Alabama De-
partment of Economic and
Community Affairs will provide
the county with four printers,
four digital cameras, 200 sheets
of photo paper per printer and
one additional set of ink car-
tridges per printer. Weaver said
once the donated ink cartridges
and paper supplies are gone, the
county will be responsible for
resupplying materials.

The Yellow Dot program be-
gan in Etowah County in 2009
and began expanding to other
Alabama counties in February
2010. For a list of participating
counties or more information,
visit www.adeca.alabama.gov
and click on the Yellow Dot pro-
gram link.
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