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Washington County residents can en-
roll in the free Yellow Dot program at the 
Millry Town Hall, McIntosh Town Hall or 
the board of  registrar’s office in Chatom, 
according to extension agent Margaret B. 
Odom.

Odom said the fourth site will be a mo-
bile unit, which will be set up at the Millry 
Catfish Festival on March 15, the Washing-
ton County Relay for Life in Chatom on 
April 4 and the In The Pines Music Festival 
on May 3 in Chatom.

Odom said Washington County is one 
of  the last four counties in Alabama to 
get on board with the Yellow Dot program, 
which alerts first responders to check in a 
vehicle’s glove compartment for life-saving 
information about someone who may not 
be able to communicate after a wreck or 
during a medical emergency.

A Yellow Dot decal is provided for 
vehicles, and information in the folder 
includes the person’s name, an identifying 
photo, emergency contact information, 
personal physicians’ information, medical 
conditions, recent surgeries, allergies and 
medications.

“The Yellow Dot decal must be placed on 
the driver’s-side rear window of  a vehicle,” 
explained coordinator Lora Weaver of  the 
Northeast Alabama Traffic Safety Office, 

who conducted Yellow Dot training at the 
Washington County Hospital on Feb. 27.

“The decal alerts first responders to 
check in the glove compartment for the 
corresponding Yellow Dot folder before 
administering emergency medical atten-
tion, which could save a life for someone 
unable to communicate,” she said.

Weaver said the medical information 
provided for the program is never placed 
in a database but remains with the partici-
pants. She added that the program strives 
to protect participants’ safety by not asking 
for anyone’s Social Security number or 
birthday in order to prevent identity theft.  

Weaver said the Yellow Dot program is 
for everyone, even participants who do not 
have a medical history.

“Participants do not have to have medi-
cal problems to join the program,” she said. 
“All ages are eligible to participate.”

Up to two people can share a Yellow Dot 
folder but families can receive more folders 
if  they have more than one vehicle or need 
one for their children. 

The Yellow Dot program began in 
Etowah County in 2009 and began expand-
ing to other Alabama counties in February 
2010. For a list of  participating counties 
or more information, visit www.adeca.
alabama.gov and click on the Yellow Dot 
program link.

Taking part in the Yellow Dot training on Feb. 27 at the Washington County Hospital are, from 
left, Millry Town clerk Kay Singley, Extension Offi ce agent Margaret B. Odom, Yellow Dot Coor-
dinator Lora Weaver, Board of Registrar Chairman Lori Moss, Chad Singleton, Luke Singleton 
and Chatom Chief Brent Callihan.  Yellow Dot is now available at the Millry Town Hall, McIn-
tosh Town Hall and the Board of Registrars Offi ce in Chatom.
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County residents may now 
join Yellow Dot program
First responders are alerted in the free venture

LIVES CAN BE SAVED

Fruitdale High School’s land-judging 
team won the South District contest to 
advance to the state contest on March 12 
along with teams from Millry and Leroy 
high schools.

At the district contest on Feb. 13 in Ge-
neva County, Fruitdale finished with 672 
points, followed by second-place Millry (670) 
and third-place Leroy (651).

The FHS team is under the direction of  
agriscience teacher Keenan Connell. Team 
members include seniors Jacob Herring 
and Nick Herring, junior Christopher Deese 
and sophomore Emily Williams.

“I’m very proud of  my students at 
Fruitdale High School but also the other 
Washington County teams in their success 
in representing Washington County,” Con-
nell said. “It was a county win in the district 
contest because it didn’t matter which order, 
just as long as we could advance to state 
under the new format. In the past, only the 

first-place county winner could advance to 
the district contest. The new format proves 
we were leaving two of  the best teams in 
the state at the house each time during the 
county contest.”

Connell said the county contest is now 
called a practice for the district contest. 
In the county contest, Fruitdale was first 
with 677 points, followed by Millry (675) and 
Leroy (565).

Connell said Washington County has a 
lot of  talented land judgers. He noted that 
Leroy’s Matthew Strickland was the high 
scorer in the practice round and district 
contest, where he beat Fruitdale’s Jacob 
Herring 235-234.

Millry’s team is Gabe Thompson, Austin 
Carlisle, Hannon Hill and Dalton Williams.

Leroy’s team is Strickland, Allison Butts, 
Dillon Gates and Cameron Byrd.

Washington County High’s team of  Cam-
eron Morris, Caleb Logan, Jeremy Mott and 
Darren Richardson also competed in the 
district contest.
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Fruitdale’s team, from left: Christopher Deese, Emily Williams, Nick Herring and Jacob Herring.
Photo by Jason Boothe/Washington County News

Fruitdale wins land-judging title
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