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Riley Awards $45,000 Grant to Combat Violence and “Risky Behavior” Among Tuscaloosa Youth  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $45,000 grant to reduce drug use, violence and other risky behavior among youth in Tuscaloosa County.

The grant to the Tuscaloosa Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy will fund the Future Panthers All Star program. The 10-week course will teach fifth-grade students at Brookwood and Vance elementary schools about the dangers and dire consequences of drugs, alcohol, premature sexual activity and other risky behaviors. Students are also instructed how to settle conflicts without violence.

“This program provides encouragement and support for parents and guardians who are working to ensure that their children avoid dangerous and unhealthy activities,” Riley said.

Students will be taught to develop self-confidence and positive attitudes by setting and meeting personal and team goals. Parental involvement is encouraged through homework assignments.

Students who continue to show violent tendencies or perform poorly in school after the program will be recommended by school officials to attend a five-week, follow-up summer program.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Jennifer Clark, executive director of the Tuscaloosa Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy, that the grant had been approved.
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