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Riley Awards $54,088 to Help Child Abuse Victims

in Clay, Coosa and Talladega Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $54,088 to the Talladega County Child Advocacy Center to assist child abuse victims in Clay, Coosa and Talladega counties.  The center will use the grant to provide crisis counseling, advocacy services and court assistance for victims.  Professional counselors will meet with child abuse victims as soon as possible after initial interviews with law enforcement officials.

“Children need professional and compassionate counseling so that they can recover from the trauma of abuse,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support this program that not only helps child victims, but also collects the information that officials need to successfully prosecute child abusers.”

Center officials say their goals are to continue services for victims and increase the prosecution rate of offenders by providing vital information to investigators.  Information on child abuse cases is gathered by the center’s court advocate, who prepares and supports victims during legal proceedings.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Nancy Buckner, board president of the Talladega County Child Advocacy Center, that the grant had been approved.
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