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Riley Awards $100,000 to Assess Energy Efficiency in State Buildings
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $100,000 grant to the University of Alabama at Birmingham to assess energy efficiency in state government buildings, to make recommendations for improvements and to train facility managers on energy-efficient building-management practices.

“When it comes to holding down utility bills, state government is no different than Alabama homeowners:  All of us are interested in saving money,” Riley said.  “This assessment will provide specific guidance that will allow us to conserve energy, eliminate unnecessary expenses, and make more efficient use of tax dollars on behalf of the citizens of Alabama.”

Riley said that the study could lead to significant long-term cost savings for state government

By adopting new energy-management practices at state facilities, state officials hope to achieve cost savings without having to make any capital investments.  Energy efficiency assessments of state buildings may also identify low-cost energy technologies that will further reduce operating costs.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Energy.  Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Dr. Richard Marchase, Acting Vice President for Research at the UAB, that the grant had been approved.
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