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Riley Awards $140,800 to Assist

Child Abuse Victims in Southeast Alabama 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $140,800 to the Southeast Alabama Child Advocacy Center to assist child abuse victims in seven Wiregrass counties.

The grant will be used by the Dothan center to continue providing services to children and their non-offending family members in Coffee, Covington, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston and Pike counties.

“Children who experience physical and sexual abuse often have emotional, physical and psychological scars,” Riley said.  “It is important that these young victims receive professional services.  I commend the Child Advocacy Center for its efforts to help child abuse victims recover from abuse, and I am pleased to provide this financial assistance.”

The center offers counseling, crisis intervention and court support for victimized children and their families.  In addition to continuing these services, the grant will be used to train and improve the skills of staff and those who provide services to victims.  The center also will continue to provide information and support to non-offending family members.

Since opening in 1994, the center has provided services to more than 2,500 child abuse victims.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Libby Lee, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.
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