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Grant to Help Pickens County Children Stay Off Drugs 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $34,824 to encourage children in Pickens County to get involved with school and community activities instead of drugs.  The Pickens County Family Resource Center in Carrollton will use the funds to implement the Youth on Track program in county schools.

The program is designed for children who have not used or do not regularly use alcohol or drugs.  It targets students who are displaying poor academic behaviors such as low scores on standardized tests, failing to be promoted, disrupting classroom activities and skipping school.

“Children need guidance to become productive and viable members of society,” Riley said.  “I commend Pickens County officials for supporting this program to lead students and their parents along more productive paths.  I am pleased to make these funds available.”

Parent education groups and activities will be offered through the program to help strengthen parent-child relationships.  A youth organization will be formed to encourage children to get involved in activities at school and in the community.

Youth on Track will serve fourth, fifth and sixth graders through the resource center’s after-school program.  Alternative school students will receive instruction during the school day as part of their assignments.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Gail Shelfer, advisory board chairperson, that the grant had been approved.
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