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Riley Awards $29,176 to Assist Jefferson County Youth

Grant to Fund “Our Kids Rap” Program

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $29,176 grant to the Jefferson County Commission for a program that reduces the risk that youth who have been released from correctional institutes will repeat offenses and have to be recommitted.

Our Kids Released from After-care Program, or “Our Kids RAP,” is designed to help troubled juveniles, particularly those with serious emotional disturbances, make smooth transitions into society after being released from detention facilities.

“This program reduces the number of juveniles in incarceration and lowers juvenile crime by deterring teens from committing additional offenses,” Riley said.  “It provides needed supervision and saves money for the taxpayers of Alabama by reducing the number of youth at state detention facilities.”

The program provides educational, vocational and community volunteer activities for youth, ages 12 to 17, who have been recently released from a detention facility.  Program activities are not only aimed at correcting bad behavior, but also allow officials to supervise progress.  The program also mandates participation from parents.

“Our Kids RAP” is a partnership among the Jefferson County family court system, the Jefferson-Blount-St. Clair Mental Health Authority and the state departments of Youth Services and Human Resources.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Larry Langford, chairman of the Jefferson County Commission, that the grant had been approved.
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