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Riley Awards $93,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs in Morgan County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $93,000 to the Morgan County Commission to continue the battle against illegal drug use and distribution in the county.  The grant will fund the operation of the Morgan County Vice and Narcotics Task Force.

“Law enforcement officers in Morgan County are working hard to reduce drug trafficking and we are supporting their efforts with this grant,” Riley said.  “I commend the county commission and the task force for fighting the spread of illegal drugs, and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The grant will be used for covert street operations to arrest drug dealers and gather evidence that will lead to convictions. The narcotics unit will emphasize undercover purchases in the next 12 months to increase the arrests of distributors.  County officials say that drug raids are largely ineffective due to the ease of cocaine and methamphetamine disposal.

The unit includes representatives of the Morgan County Sheriff’s Department and police departments in Eva, Falkville, Hartselle, Priceville and Somerville.  By working together, the task force shares manpower, equipment and intelligence to help create a county that drug dealers and users will avoid.  The task force also works with neighboring task forces, including one, which involves the city of Decatur and Madison County.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Larry Bennich, chairman of the county commission, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $31,000 have been pledged to the task force.
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