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Riley Awards $230,100 to Fight Drugs

in Madison and Morgan Counties 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $230,100 grant to reduce the sale and use of illegal drugs in Madison and Morgan counties. 

The grant will fund operations of the Madison-Morgan Strategic Counterdrug Team. The multi-agency task force is coalition of police departments in Huntsville, Decatur and Madison, the Madison County district attorney’s office and sheriff’s department, U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and the Alabama Bureau of Investigation.  

“The combination of law enforcement personnel, equipment, intelligence and financial resources has proven to be a successful formula for tracking down and prosecuting those who sell and use illegal drugs,” Riley said. “I commend the task force and area law enforcement agencies for working together to protect their communities from the menace of illegal drugs.”

With the addition this year of Morgan County and Decatur law enforcement agencies to the task force, officials expect to increase their effectiveness in reducing narcotics in north Alabama. The task force is divided into two squads to focus on different levels of illegal drugs. One squad targets major drug trafficking in the area and the other squad is used to reduce street-level drugs.  

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Huntsville Mayor Loretta Spencer that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant. Local funding of $76,700 has also been committed.  

The task force also assists tasks forces in neighboring counties, including one in Morgan County that is set up to reduce drug flow in rural areas and small cities. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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