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Riley Awards $118,000 to Continue Drug Battle in Lawrence County  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $118,000 to continue the fight against illegal drugs and violent crime in Lawrence County.  The grant will be used by the county’s Drug and Violent Crime Task Force to investigate drug-related cases and arrest those who manufacture, sell or use illegal drugs.

The task force is a coalition of the Lawrence County Sheriff’s Department, the district attorney’s office and the municipal police departments of Hillsboro, Moulton, Town Creek, Courtland and North Courtland.

“Drug-related violence and crime pose serious threats to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend efforts of the task force to aggressively pursue and arrest drug dealers and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The task force investigates the sale and distribution of illegal drugs, including methamphetamine, throughout the county.  The synthetic drug is often manufactured in rural areas where odors associated with its production are not easily detected.

County officials say that with only 42 law enforcement officers in the county, the work of the task force is crucial in stemming the tide of drug trafficking.  In 2003, the task force seized 12 meth labs, arrested 113 drug users and dealers, and removed more than 41,000 grams of illegal drugs off the streets.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Lawrence County Commission Chairman Bradley Cross that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $39,333 have been pledged to support the drug task force.
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