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Governor Awards Grant to Treat Child Abuse Victims

in Madison County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $87,415 to the National Children’s Advocacy Center in Huntsville to continue aiding victims of child abuse and to provide support to family members not involved in the abuse.

“In order for young victims to recover from abuse and regain normal lives, they need compassionate and professional treatment,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support this excellent program to protect and assist our children.”

The grant will enable the center to continue providing therapeutic services to abused children.  The center’s staff offers counseling to help victims and their families successfully complete the recovery process.  The center also conducts private and professional forensic evaluations to obtain evidence and information that can be used by law enforcement officials to investigate child abuse cases and help prosecute offenders.

During the center’s 2003 fiscal year, staff members provided treatment and support services to 113 victims of child abuse.  Since the center was established in 1985, more than 600 U.S. communities have modeled their advocacy centers on the Huntsville model.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Connie Carnes, center executive director, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $21,853 will supplement the grant.
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