[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Friday, Oct. 29, 2004








Frank Miles













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Grant to Help Juveniles in Northeast Alabama Leave Crime Behind

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $60,000 to the Calhoun County Commission to develop services that will aid juveniles as they return to their families and homes after serving time in youth detention programs.  The services, designed to reduce juvenile crime and violence, will be available to youths in Calhoun, Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, St. Clair and Talladega counties.  

The grant will fund a resource developer who will work with courts, schools, businesses and others in the region to foster community-based opportunities for youths released from the juvenile justice system.   These opportunities, such as education, job training and support groups, will ease the transition back into society.

“It is important that young people who have made mistakes receive strong guidance that leads them to become law-abiding, productive citizens,” Riley said.  “I commend Calhoun County officials for their efforts to ensure that juveniles avoid behaviors that could return them to a life of crime.”

The resource developer will assess current support measures in each county and develop a plan of action to address the needs of area juveniles. To make it easier for juveniles and their families to get the help they need, a manual listing services and appropriate contacts will be compiled.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified James Eli Henderson, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.
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