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Riley Awards $40,000 to Mentoring Program in Northeast Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $40,000 grant to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast Alabama to continue its school-based mentoring program.

Volunteer adult mentors are matched with children, ages 6-15, from schools in Calhoun and Etowah counties.  The program’s mission is to make a difference in the lives of children by helping them grow into confident, competent adults.

“Children need positive role models to guide them toward living healthy, successful lives,” Riley said.  “I commend Big Brothers Big Sisters for their efforts to provide caring and supportive guidance.”

Adult volunteers meet with students at least one hour per week at school to engage in one-on-one activities such as tutoring and recreation.  Mentors also are encouraged to maintain contact during the summer by mail or phone calls.  Program officials say the relationships developed between adult mentors and children result in improved grades, better family and peer relationships and decreased usage of alcohol and illegal drugs.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Susan Thrower, executive director of BBBS of Northeast Alabama, that the grant had been approved.
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