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Riley Awards $40,000 to Reduce Substance Abuse and Violence Among Teen Parents in Birmingham

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $40,000 grant to the Children’s Aid Society in Birmingham to emphasize the importance of good parenting to teen parents, pregnant teens and teens whose circumstances have increased their chances of becoming parents at an early age.

As part of the organization’s mission to promote strong, nurturing families and communities, the CAS will continue programs designed to help teens refuse the temptation of drug use, resolve conflicts in non-violent ways and improve parenting skills.

“Unfortunately, young people in today’s world often feel pressured into taking risks that have overwhelming, negative consequences,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of the Children’s Aid Society to help teens develop good parenting skills so they can raise strong families.”

In 2003, the society provided education services for 547 teen parents, pregnant teens and other adolescents.  Program officials say 85 percent of them showed enhanced nurturing abilities, parenting skills, coping skills and social functioning, and 90 percent showed improvement in behavior management.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Gayle Watts, society executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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