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Riley Awards Grant to Help Hispanic Students in Hoover 

Avoid Drug Use and Violence

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $37,500 to Hoover City Schools to continue a tutoring program that strives to encourage Hispanic students to stay away from drugs and violence and improve academic skills.

The after-school program is open to students who are enrolled in English as a Second Language programs at Gwin Elementary and Simmons Middle schools.  High school volunteers and community organizations work to improve academic achievement among the Hispanic students while making them aware of the dangers and consequences of drug use and violent behavior.

“This program helps children learn that working hard and staying away from drugs can lead to the realization of the American dream,” Riley said.  “I commend Hoover education officials and I am pleased to support their efforts.”

In addition to academic tutoring and drug abuse and violence prevention education, the program offers activities that enhance each child’s health and well-being including dance and movement lessons and educational field trips.  The middle school students also are taught job skills such as completing applications, keeping a list of references and wearing proper attire.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Connie Williams, acting superintendent of Hoover schools, that the grant had been approved.
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