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Riley Awards $35,000 to Reduce Drug Use and Violence

Among Tuscaloosa Youths

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $35,000 grant to the Parents’ Resource Institute for Drug Education of Tuscaloosa to help students in the city refrain from using drugs and resorting to violent behaviors.

PRIDE will use the grant to continue its Character and Mentoring Partnerships program.  CAMP utilizes high school student volunteers who strive to develop positive character traits in students, ages 5-11, for the purpose of preventing the use of drugs, violence and other negative behaviors.

“Children need guidance and wholesome activities to help them avoid inappropriate behavior,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of PRIDE of Tuscaloosa to help children realize a healthy and productive future.”

The program trains high school students in public speaking and performing arts to present drug, violence and character education programs at sites throughout the community.  In addition to the presentations, the volunteers act as mentors for the younger children.  PRIDE officials say the program has benefited more than 3,000 children.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Jane Coleman, PRIDE board president, that the grant had been approved.
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