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Riley Awards Grant to Mobile Mentoring Group

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $35,000 to Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Metropolitan Mobile YMCA to expand its school-based mentoring program.

Volunteer mentors will be matched with 150 fourth-and-fifth-graders at Florence Howard, Woodcock and Erwin Craighead elementary schools.  The goal of the mentor-student relationship is to reduce drug use and violence among children by helping them grow and mature in a positive way.

“Children need positive role models to guide them toward living healthy, successful lives,” Riley said.  “I commend Big Brothers Big Sisters for their efforts to provide caring and supportive guidance.”

Adult volunteers will meet with students at least one hour per week at school to engage in one-on-one activities such as tutoring, recreation and building social skills.  Program officials say mentoring benefits children by helping them boost self-esteem, improve attitudes toward school and learning, avoid delinquent behavior and develop pride in the community in which they live.

BBBS of Metro Mobile has offered mentoring services to children of single-parent families and prisoners since 1995.  In 2003, the program matched 100 children with adult mentors.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Charles Lord, chief executive officer of BBBS of Metro Mobile, that the grant had been approved.

-30-

State of Alabama





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





John D. Harrison


Director











_1105881416.doc
[image: image1.png]






