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Riley Awards $35,000 to Offer Alternatives to Drug Use 
to Dekalb County Children 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $35,000 grant to the Sand Mountain Youth Center to provide activities that will help keep children away from drugs and violence when they are not in school.

The center will implement the “Outta School” program offering after-school, weekend and summer activities to children ages 11-14.  The program is designed to keep children occupied in a positive, safe and structured environment away from the temptation to use drugs and engage in violent behavior.

“Our children need guidance and wholesome activities to help them avoid inappropriate behavior,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of the Sand Mountain Youth Center to help Alabama children avoid drugs and violence and develop into productive members of society.”

Children will participate in games, art and other activities that teach the importance of positive behaviors such as abstaining from drug use and sexual activity, resolving conflicts without the use of violence, and good citizenship.  The program also includes components for parental participation including homework assignments, training meetings and an audio compact disc that offers tips for positive parenting.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Eddie Dean, center executive president, that the grant had been approved.
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