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Riley Awards $35,000 to Help Decatur Students Resist Drug Use

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $35,000 grant to Decatur City Schools to continue teaching students about the dangers of using alcohol, tobacco and other drugs.

The school system, in partnership with the Decatur Police Department, has established the Alternative Choices Educational System, or ACES, which implements drug and violence prevention programs and places resource officers in all city schools.

“Drug abuse can rob children of their potential to lead healthy, productive lives,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Decatur officials to help children refrain from using illegal drugs and other harmful substances.”

Grant funds will be used for the Too Good for Drugs and the Project Alert programs that teach fifth, sixth, seventh and 10th graders about the negative consequences of drug use.  Too Good for Drugs encourages family support of students through the use of home activities and parent newsletters.  Project Alert provides students with the motivation and skills to resist the pressure to use drugs.

ACES trains teachers, counselors, administrators and resource officers how to provide a safe and drug-free environment for students.   Adult supervisors learn not only how to implement programs, but also how to communicate effectively with students.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Sam L. Houston, superintendent of Decatur schools, that the grant had been approved.
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