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Riley Awards Grant to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Birmingham

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $35,000 grant to a Birmingham mentoring agency that provides children in Jefferson and Walker counties with positive adult guidance and friendship.  Big Brothers Big Sisters of Birmingham will use the funds to support their program that matches children, ages 7-15, with volunteer adult mentors.  A major goal of the program is to reduce illegal drug use and violence.

“Children need positive role models to guide them toward becoming healthy, productive members of society,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support Big Brothers Big Sisters and their efforts to provide caring and supportive guidance.”

BBBS operates two programs that match “bigs” and “littles,” the names given by the organization to the adult volunteers and child participants.  Volunteers in the traditional program commit to spending three to six hours every other week with their littles in a location agreed upon by the volunteer, child and parent.  School-based matches require bigs to visit littles at school for at least one hour per week.

BBBS of Birmingham has been matching children with adult volunteers since 1973.  In February 2004, the organization opened a satellite office in Jasper to expand services to Walker County.  According to BBBS officials, 236 children were provided with bigs in the 12-month period ending January 2004, making the group one of the fastest growing in the nation.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Sue Johnson, BBBS executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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