[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, Oct. 7, 2004








Frank Miles













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Grant to Help Walker County Youths

Refrain from Drugs and Violence

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $31,751 to help reduce substance abuse and prevent violence among teens in Walker County.  The Children’s Policy Council will use the grant to continue funding programs that aid parents and their children.

“Children need adult supervision and guidance in order to develop into healthy, productive citizens,” Riley said.  “I commend the Children’s Policy Council for reaching out to children and their parents and I am pleased to support their efforts.”

The council supports the Parent Project which is designed to teach parents and guardians how to identify, prevent and handle destructive behaviors in children such as drug abuse and violence. The 10-week program helps teens cope with peer pressure, reduce school truancy and improve social skills.

The council also supports the Parent Project Junior program for parents of children in kindergarten through fifth grade.  The junior program trains parents to recognize and deter destructive behaviors at an early age.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified James C. Brotherton, council chairman, that the grant had been approved.
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