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Riley Awards Grant to Continue the Fight Against Domestic Violence in Crenshaw County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $19,800 to the Crenshaw County Commission to help the sheriff’s office continue to provide a full-time domestic violence investigator.

“Domestic violence is a serious offense that can not be tolerated,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Crenshaw County officials to prosecute offenders and provide assistance to victims.”

A deputy is assigned to investigate all domestic violence crimes in the county.  The deputy also holds monthly meetings to educate victims and potential victims about signs of abuse and make them aware of the treatment and legal assistance that is available.  Without the grant, county officials say they could not afford to assign a deputy to respond solely to domestic violence crimes.

The investigator will continue to receive specialized training in domestic violence issues to help reduce occurrences of the crime.  According to the sheriff’s office, there were 89 domestic violence cases reported for the 11-month period that ended Aug. 5.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Ronnie Blackmon, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $6,600 will supplement the grant.
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