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Riley Awards $80,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs in Geneva County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $80,000 grant to the Geneva County Commission to continue the battle against the illegal manufacture, distribution and use of drugs in Geneva County.  The grant will be used to help fund the county’s drug task force.

“Drug-related violence and crime pose serious threats to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend efforts of the task force to aggressively pursue and arrest drug dealers and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

Task force officials say that the manufacture of methamphetamine in secret labs remains the drug unit’s biggest problem.  The grant will enable the task force to investigate these hidden meth labs, to serve as backup for police and to assist with the seizure of illegal narcotics.

According to officials with the drug task force, municipal police departments in the county typically have only one or two officers on duty during each shift and therefore lack the staff to investigate drug cases.

Representatives of the Geneva County Sheriff’s Office and the municipal police departments of Geneva, Hartford, Slocomb and Samson compose the task force.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Geneva County Commission Chairman Harry O. Adkison that the grant had been approved.  The county is supplying local matching funds of $26,666.
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