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Riley Awards $19,095 for New Program to Help

Child Abuse Victims in Southwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $19,095 grant for a new program aimed at helping child abuse victims in Escambia, Conecuh and Monroe counties.

The Escambia County Regional Child Advocacy Center will use the funds to ensure that victims of sexual and physical abuse receive the medical and legal services needed to enable them to recover. The center was established this year.

“This program is set up to provide professional and essential services for victims,” said Riley. “I commend the Escambia County Regional Child Advocacy Center for its mission to help victims survive terrible ordeals and mend their lives.”

The center will work with area mental health agencies, medical officials and support groups to help victims receive immediate and long-term care. Center officials will also aid area law enforcement agencies and prosecutors to make sure abusers are punished and don’t commit additional offenses.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The grant is being administered through the Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs.

John Harrison, ADECA director, notified Larry W. White, chairman of the Escambia County Commission, that the grant had been approved. The commission is the fiscal agent for the grant.
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