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Riley Awards $58,976 for Domestic Violence Victims

in Five East Alabama Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $58,976 to the Domestic Violence Intervention Center in Auburn to support services for domestic violence victims in Chambers, Lee, Macon, Randolph and Tallapoosa counties.

“It is essential that victims have a safe place to go when threatened or abused,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to assist the Domestic Violence Intervention Center in providing emergency shelter and services that victims need and deserve.”
In addition to emergency shelter, the center provides a 24-hour crisis telephone line, counseling, court advocacy services and a school-based anger management and violence prevention program.  The center also furnishes basic legal information to shelter residents and refers victims to organizations and agencies that can assist them. A weekly parenting class is conducted when children stay at the shelter with their parents.

To increase public awareness of domestic violence issues and services that are available for victims, the center plans to distribute public service announcements and literature.  A non-profit organization, the center was previously known as the East Alabama Task Force for Battered Women. The organization’s shelter, Safehouse, housed its first victim in 1981.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Jay Jones, board president of the Domestic Violence Intervention Center, that the grant had been approved.
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