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Alabamians Encouraged to “Change a Light, Change the World”

MONTGOMERY— Alabama First Lady Patsy Riley took steps today to reduce the electric bill for the Governor’s Mansion by changing the type of light bulbs used and she encouraged other Alabamians to make similar changes in their own homes.  She and Gov. Bob Riley are supporting the national “Change a Light, Change the World” campaign by replacing incandescent light bulbs in the Governor’s Mansion with energy-saving, compact fluorescent light bulbs.

“I am delighted that we can use the Governor’s Mansion as an example of how easy it is to save money on lighting,” said Mrs. Riley.  “We want to spread the word about ‘Change a Light, Change the World’ and encourage all Alabama families to make a few simple changes that will reduce energy usage, save money and help the environment at the same time.”

The “Change a Light, Change the World” campaign is sponsored by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Department of Energy.  The campaign runs October through November and challenges Americans to switch to lighting products that have earned the ENERGY STAR( label.

Officials with the Science, Technology and Energy division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs say that a typical household spends about seven percent of its energy bill on lighting.  By simply replacing the five most frequently used lights in the home with ENERGY STAR( models, each Alabama household could save more than $60 a year in energy costs.

Energy Star qualified fixtures and bulbs last 6-to-10 times longer than standard models, produce the same amount of light and require only one-third the energy.  In addition, they produce 70 percent less heat than standard incandescent lighting, are cooler to the touch, and can help reduce energy costs associated with cooling the home.

For more information about ENERGY STAR( and the “Change a Light, Change the World” campaign visit www.energystar.gov, call 1-888-STAR-YES (1-888-782-7937), or contact ADECA’s Science, Technology and Energy division at 1-800-392-8098.
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[NOTE: for a photograph of the First Lady changing a bulb, email jeromeh@adeca.state.al.us]
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