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Riley Awards $36,000 to Help Teen Parents at 

Anniston High School
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $36,000 grant to Concern for Children, Inc. to continue teaching parenting skills and providing substance abuse and violence-prevention services to pregnant and parenting teens at Anniston High School.  Concern for Children will use the grant to fund the Parents as Teachers project.

“Teenage parents with need guidance to ensure they meet their responsibilities toward their children,” Riley said.  “I commend Concern for Children for its efforts and I am pleased to support their work with this financial assistance.” 

The project will offer three daily parenting classes at the high school that will count as elective credits toward graduation.  The classes will provide support for teen parents as well as focus on the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse.

Based on national studies, Concern for Children officials expect the project to produce parents that are more confident in parenting, more involved in their children’s schooling and less likely to succumb to alcohol and drug abuse.  Program officials say that children of participating parents will be more advanced in language, problem solving and social development than children of other teen parents in similar situations.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Rodney Sprayberry, Concern for Children board president, that the grant had been approved.
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