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Riley Grant Puts Delinquent Parents to Work 

MONTGOMERY—Calhoun County parents who claim they are unable to make child support payments because they are unemployed will no longer be able use that excuse thanks to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

Riley awarded $224,500 for a program that provides job training and helps locate employment. The program, conducted by the Easter Seal’s Opportunity Center, is aimed at parents who do not pay child support and is intended as an alternative to jail. In most cases, the parent who has custody must rely on government subsidies to support their children.

“This program makes parents live up to the obligation and responsibility that goes along with having children, reduces the number of people sentenced to jail and it lessens the burden on taxpayers,” Riley said.

Parents who fail to provide child-support payments are referred to the program through the courts and the county Department of Human Resources’ child support division.

The center trains participants in a number of vocations including metal fabrication, punch-press operation, mechanical assembly and packaging, janitorial service, forklift operation and computer technology.

Participants are paid minimum wage during training and are eligible to receive support services including transportation. Progress is monitored for up to a year and additional services are available if necessary.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mike Almaroad, Easter Seal administrator, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.
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