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Riley Awards $25,000 Grant to Aid Brantwood Program  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $25,000 grant to help prevent drug use, violence and disruptive behavior among foster-care children in Montgomery.

The grant to Brantwood Children’s Home will be used for an on-site program for both residents and non-residents of the home. Brantwood is home to about 30 children and young adults who come from abusive and neglected environments.

“This program is designed to reach youth at critical stages and put them on the path toward productive and self-fulfilling lives,” Riley said. “I commend Brantwood Children’s Home for helping youth succeed.”

The Brantwood On-Site Educational Program helps youth recognize and overcome behavior problems that may lead them to be disruptive in class or turn to drugs or alcohol. According to Brantwood officials, children who come from backgrounds of neglect and abuse tend to have low self esteem and develop anti-social and destructive behaviors.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Charles E. Montoya, executive director at Brantwood, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.
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