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Riley Awards $37,500 to Boys and Girls Club of Southeast Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $37,500 grant to the Boys and Girls Club of Southeast Alabama.  The club provides children in Dale County with a positive environment for after-school activities designed to improve academic skills and reduce dropout rates.  The funds will help the organization continue offering educational programs in music, art and computer technology.


“Providing children with interesting and exciting after-school programs is important not only to their educational development but also to build self-esteem and encourage children to stay in school,” Riley said.  “I commend the work of the Boys and Girls Club and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The goal of the club is to increase academic achievement for children, reach out to children at-risk and to reduce dropout rates and teen violence.  Daily activities at the club are designed to help children develop confidence in their academic abilities and improve their study habits and behavior as students.

Funding provided by the grant will allow club officials to work with community agencies in Ozark and Dale County to develop strategies to assist youth who are at-risk of gang involvement.  The club also works with parents encouraging them to support their children at school and at the club and to create a positive home environment that supports education.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Darlene Enfinger, board president of the Boys and Girls Club of Southeast Alabama, that the grant had been approved.
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