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Riley Awards $40,000 to Reduce Drug Use

and Violence in Prichard and Theodore

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $40,000 grant to help prevent and reduce drug use and violence among youth in two Mobile County cities.

 The grant to Boys and Girls Clubs of South Alabama will be used for anti-drug and anti-violence programs in Prichard and Theodore. The programs, available to ages 6 to 15, also teach students how to stand up to negative peer pressure, set and achieve goals and make wise living decisions.

“These programs reach at-risk youth before they become heavily involved in drugs and it puts them on the path toward productive, self-fulfilling lives,” Riley said.

An estimated 200 students are expected to take part in the SMART Moves programs. The  Skills, Master and Resistance Training (SMART) programs are geared to different ages. A separate program, SMART Parents, helps parents understand and appropriately react to the temptations their children face. Similar programs have been implemented successfully across the nation.

In addition to the SMART Moves programs, students also receive tutoring, assistance with homework and instruction on ways to use and take advantage of computers.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mary S. Zoghby, executive director of the Boys and Girls Club of South Alabama, that the grant had been approved.  ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division is administering the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.
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