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Riley Awards $170,000

to Blount County to Help Combat Illegal Drugs

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $170,000 to the Blount County Commission to create a multi-agency drug task force.  The task force will be dedicated to investigating, arresting and prosecuting persons involved in illegal drug activity.

“Drug-related violence and crime pose serious threats to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend efforts of the task force to aggressively pursue and arrest drug dealers and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

County officials say illegal drug activity has picked up with the county’s growing population.  In 2003, six methamphetamine labs were discovered in the county but only one lab was found in 2002.  In addition to the illegal drugs that are created, these labs pose a further danger to the public because of the hazardous materials used to manufacture the drug and the high risk of an explosion.

The drug task force will work to reduce the availability of illegal drugs in Blount County, assist other agencies in criminal investigations and inform the community about the dangers of illegal drugs.  The task force will include an assistant district attorney from the 41st Judicial Circuit and agents from the Blount County Sheriff’s Department and the Oneonta Police Department.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Blount County Commission Chairman Royce G. King that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $56,666 have been committed to the project.
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