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Riley Awards $650,000 to Provide Job Skills 

for Workers in West Alabama   

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $650,000 grant to provide workers in west Alabama, including many Black Belt counties, with the skills they need to obtain jobs.

The grant to the Department of Postsecondary Education will be used for a 10-week training program that teaches job applicants entry-level skills required by many industries. The Focus Industry Training program targets unemployed people who lack the training necessary to be considered for many of today’s jobs.

Training will be conducted at locations in Eutaw, Livingston, Greensboro, Carrollton, Tuscaloosa, Fayette, Centreville and Demopolis.

“This program could be a golden opportunity for unemployed Alabamians who need to upgrade their skills.  I am especially pleased to make this training available in a region where the need for adequate paying jobs is so important,” Riley said.

Program participants will receive 400 hours of training in courses recommended by businesses and industries. Instruction will include mathematics, computer skills, problem solving, manufacturing and workplace behavior.

Students who finish the course and pass the final examination will earn an Alabama certified worker document. Graduation makes students eligible to attend a state two-year college.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Dr. Roy Johnson, chancellor of postsecondary education, that the grant had been approved.


Riley awarded the grant from funding made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The governor has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.
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