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Riley Awards $25,000 Grant to Decrease Youth Violence

in Talladega County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $25,000 grant to a Sylacauga-based center to reduce drug use and violence among Talladega County juveniles.

The Sylacauga Alliance for Family Enhancement will use the grant to fund Turning Point, a successful nationwide program that teaches parents how to maintain authority over strong-willed or out-of-control youth, ages 12-18. The Talladega County juvenile court system and the Cheaha Mental Health Center are assisting with the grant. 
“This program helps parents understand what’s behind their child’s serious misbehavior and helps them take the appropriate steps to controlling those problems,” Riley said.

The 10-week counseling and home-intervention program provides parents with the information they need to manage their child and also builds stronger relationships. Problems may range from not being accepted by peers to use of drugs and alcohol. Youth participants learn how to identify and use their strengths and how to set and accomplish goals.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Margaret Morton, executive director of SAFE, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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