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Riley Awards $35,000 to Combat Youth Crime

and Drug Use in Escambia County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $35,000 grant to reduce drug use and violent crime among youth in Escambia County.

The grant to Auburn University-Hope Place Family Resource Center will help fund the Parent Project, a 10 to 16-week training program that teaches parents how to deal effectively with out-of-control children who show violent tendencies and are using, or likely to use, drugs.

“This program provides encouragement and support for parents and guardians who take steps to ensure their children don’t resort to unhealthy and dangerous behavior,” Riley said.

The Parent Project program has been used nationally for 14 years and is credited with reducing juvenile crime by a third and increasing both school attendance and performance. It is geared toward parents who feel helpless when attempting to change bad behavior in their children.

Parents in Escambia County are referred to the program through the Brewton or Escambia County school systems, the juvenile court, the Department of Human Resources or other agencies that serve families with at-risk children. Auburn University-Hope Place Family Resource Center was created locally through the Alabama Cooperative Extension System.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified C. Michael Moriarty, vice president of Auburn University, that grant had been approved.
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