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Riley Awards $13,500 to Provide Assistance

to Sexual Assault Victims In West Alabama 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $13,500 grant to aid victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in west Alabama and to support programs to prevent future abuses.

The grant will enable Turning Point, a Tuscaloosa-based program, to continue aid to domestic violence victims in Bibb, Fayette, Hale, Lamar, Pickens and Tuscaloosa counties.  The organization also will assist sexual assault victims in those counties as well as in Greene, Marengo and Sumter where no other local services are available.  

“Turning Point offers vital assistance and refuge and is often the only source of aid for victims,” Riley said. “I commend the staff and others associated with Turning Point for their service.”

Turning Point provides a 24-hour crisis hotline, emergency shelter, individual and group counseling, advocacy programs and referrals to other social agencies. The organization also conducts awareness programs to prevent future abuse. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Kim Bannerman, board president of Turning Point, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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