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Riley Awards Grant to Help Montgomery Families

Become Self-Sufficient 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $121,302 to the Center for Families in Montgomery to help eligible people obtain the skills necessary for better jobs and improve their families’ standard of living.

The grant will fund training in the Virtual Work Center that will upgrade job skills and enable workers to lessen their dependence on government aid.  Adults who participate in the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program, as well as individuals with below poverty-level incomes and young people who previously received foster care are eligible for the training.

“It is important that those who are able to work find productive employment and become self-supporting,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the staff of the Center for Families as they help our fellow Alabamians prepare for jobs and provide for their families.”

Through the Virtual Work Center, participants gain hands-on work experience in a professional setting where they are supervised and expected to meet deadlines, set production goals and work as a team.  They receive training in basic computer and office machine skills and learn to prepare resumes and complete job applications.  They also participate in mock interviews, develop job-search plans and learn money management and communications skills.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified M. Sue Barrett, the center’s assistant executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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