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Riley Awards $250,000 to Build Vina Community Center

MONTGOMERY—A $250,000 grant, awarded by Gov. Bob Riley, will ensure a place for Vina residents to hold indoor gatherings and make it possible for the town’s elderly population receive the same services that are provided in other Franklin County communities.

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to construct an all-purpose community center. The 3,000-square-foot building will provide the town with a meeting area for public and private events and it also may serve as a senior citizen center on weekdays.

“This grant will strengthen the sense of community in Vina by giving residents a place to hold indoor functions,” Riley said. “It also provides a facility than can be used to serve hot meals, conduct medical screening and offer social activities for senior citizens.”

State Sen. Roger Bedford also lauded the grant and recognized the work involved in obtaining it. 

I want to thank Gov. Bob Riley for working with us, and congratulate Mayor D. W. Franklin on this much needed center,” Bedford said.  “Our seniors deserve the best and now they will have it in this new facility. My father and my uncle, Bill Bedford, grew up with many of these seniors in Vina.”
-More-

Add…1

The only senior citizen program available in the vicinity is in Red Bay, but the discontinuation of a bus service has limited participation in that program by Vina residents. The town has been unable to start a program without an adequate building.

The center will have a 2,000 square-foot assembly room, two meeting rooms, a fully functional kitchen and a large storage area. Two bathrooms and entrances will be handicapped accessible.

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Franklin that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $65,000 have been pledged for the project.
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