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Riley Awards $80,161 to Provide Protective Vests for Troopers 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $80,161 to protect Alabama state troopers from injury while on duty by supplying them with bullet-proof vests.

 “Every time our state law enforcement officers go on the road, they put their lives at risk,” Riley said. “I am proud of the job performed by state troopers, and providing them with some form of protection is the least we can do in return for their dedication to public safety.”

 The vests will be issued to troopers upon their graduation from the trooper academy. New vests will also be issued to troopers after five years. The vests should be replaced after several years because they gradually lose the ability to withstand high velocity forces.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Col. Mike Coppage, public safety director, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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