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Riley Awards $277,000 to Continue

Fight Against Illegal Drugs in Talladega County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $277,000 to the Talladega County Commission to continue the battle against illegal drug use and distribution in the county.  The grant will be used by the county’s drug task force to investigate drug-related cases and to prosecute offenders.


“Drug-related violence and crime pose serious threats to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend efforts of the task force to aggressively pursue and prosecute drug dealers and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

Activities funded by the grant include investigation and prosecution of drug offenders who commit violent crimes, seizure of money and property used in drug-related crimes and surveillance of gangs who distribute crack cocaine, marijuana and other illegal drugs.  The task force also works to increase training for law enforcement officers and to improve interaction with probation and parole officials.

The District Attorney and Talladega County Sheriff’s Office along with municipal police departments in Childersburg, Lincoln, Oak Grove, Sylacauga and the city of Talladega make up the task force.  The organization works together to implement strategies to combat illegal drug traffickers including undercover operations.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified commission chairman Kelvin Cunningham that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $92,333 have been committed to the project.
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