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Riley Awards $234,966 to Continue

Family Violence Prevention Program in Northwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Family violence victims in six northwest Alabama counties will continue to receive outreach services thanks to a $234,966 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.  The funds will enable Safeplace, a non-profit organization in Florence, to help victims in Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Marion and Winston counties.


“Victims of domestic violence need quality services to help them overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said.  “I commend Safeplace for its efforts, and I am pleased to make available these funds to assist victims in northwest Alabama.”


Safeplace’s goal is to reduce family violence and prevent future cases of abuse.  The grant will be used for the organization’s Prevention, Education, and Counseling Extension project.  PEACE is designed to address domestic violence problems and enhance prevention efforts by utilizing community-wide outreach and school-based education to promote the services available to domestic violence victims.


PEACE will offer training for professionals in law enforcement, medicine, and social services to help them better address the problems of domestic violence including techniques for effectively protecting victims and prosecuting offenders.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Ann Harvey, president of the Safeplace board of directors, that the grant had been approved.
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