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For Immediate Release:








Contact:

Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2004







Jerome Hand

Larry Childers

(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards $93,691

for Child Advocacy Services in Shelby County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $93,691 to continue a child advocacy program for abused children in Shelby County.  The grant will help Owens House of Columbiana provide child abuse victims and their non-offending family members with counseling and advocacy services.

“It is important that children who have experienced abuse receive compassionate and professional assistance,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support this program to help children in Shelby County.”

Owens House offers crisis intervention, counseling and trauma therapy to child abuse victims. The grant will enable the center to continue its Family Advocate Program to help victims schedule medical exams, obtain financial assistance and provide parenting-skills education.

The organization aids child victims and non-offending family members from the time an offense is reported, continuing during the prosecution of the offender and for several months following the trial.  The center’s counselors and staff work to ensure that victims and families are aware of other services that are available.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Shelby County District Attorney Robert E. Owens that the grant had been approved.  Owens also serves as the president of the organization’s board of directors.
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