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Riley Awards $107,000 for Owens Cross Roads Sewer Extension

MONTGOMERY—A $107,000 grant to provide 27 Owens Cross Roads residents with public sewer services and eliminate a health hazard has been approved by Gov. Bob Riley.  The funds will be used to extend connections to the town’s sewer system for eight households in the Guthrey Lane community, just east of Highway 231.

“This project will provide residents with vital public services while eliminating a potential hazard to public health and the environmental,” Riley said.  “I commend Owens Cross Roads officials for working to improve services and enhance the quality of life for their residents.”

The sewer line extension will eliminate the use of faulty septic tanks and stop the flow of raw sewage into the Flint River during periods of heavy rainfall.

Residents in the area have complained for years about sewage backing up into bathtubs and toilets.  They say washing machines and dishwashers have also been affected by the backflow of dirty water.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Curtis J. Craig that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $29,000 have been pledged for the project.
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