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Riley Awards $250,000 to Build Midway Community Center

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $250,000 grant that will ensure a place for Midway residents to hold indoor gatherings and make it possible for the town’s elderly to receive health and nutritional services.

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to construct an all-purpose community center.  The 4,000-square-foot building will provide the town with a meeting area for various events and also serve as a senior citizen center.

“This project will strengthen the sense of community in Midway by giving residents a place to come together for indoor functions,” Riley said.  “It also provides a facility than can be used to serve hot meals and offer social activities for senior citizens.”

The new community center will be built at the corner of Railroad and Depot streets.  Businesses have been moving away from downtown, but Midway officials say the center could reverse that trend and initiate a revitalization of the oldest section of town dating back to 1870 when Midway was incorporated.

The facility will have meeting and dining rooms, a fully functional kitchen, a quilting room and large storage areas.  The bathrooms and entrances will be handicap accessible.

“I am grateful to Gov. Riley for considering the needs of Barbour and Bullock Counties,” said Sen. Myron Penn.  “I cannot recall the last time our area received a grant package of this magnitude.  It is a testament to what Alabama can accomplish when the governor, legislature, and local officials work together for a common good.”
Plans call for the center to house senior nutrition programs from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Monday through Friday to benefit the town’s elderly.  After those hours, the facility will be used as a community center that will benefit all 461 residents of Midway.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Mayor James T. Graham that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $37,286 have been pledged for construction.
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